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Because we know 
what the con goer 
loves to listen to- Peroid 
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Editor's dotes 
4 Death Parade 

Anime Review 

Convention Schedule 
lilorld Cosplay Summit: U.S. finalists 


Meet the Teams 


Dew flnime: Spring 2015 
flhame ga Kill 


Anime Review 


41 IHanga Releases 
B8 Ohami to Roshinryo 

Spice and Wolf Anime Review 

flnime Character Information 
Omni txpo Press Release 
Oeuj DVD Releases 
fllog: Troddling in Ulonderland 

Daiso Japan 

lllho's That Seiyo of lllinter 2015 
Videogame Releases 
Spell of Desire 

Manga Review 

Dosha ga Shindal 

Manga Preview 

l Ghost in a Shell Ulovielsj? 


Holo. the wolf harvest diety, from 
Okami to Koshinryo (5pice and Wolf).. 
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Genki Life Magazine is published seasonal, quarterly, by The Genshiken of the Inland 
Empire anime club, a subsidiary of Studio ArtMix: Intelligent Graphic Design. Subscription 
of this magazine is free of charge. Please email glm@studioartmix.com your request to 
subscribe to this digital publication as well as any other inquiries about this publication. 

Any statements made, expressed or implied in Genki Life Magazine are solely those of 
columnists and persons being interviewed and do not represent the editorial view of 
the publisher, who does not accept responsibility of such statements. Unless otherwise 
specified all design; text, layout, images, graphics, and the selection and arrangement 
are the copyright works of Studio ArtMix or its partners. No part of this publication may be 
reproduced, in whole or in part without the written consent of the publisher. Please email 
glm@studioartmix.com to obtain permission. 

Other content are subject to copyright may be the property of their respective owners. 
Other material mentioned may not have been used with permission in the publication 
are so stated herein, but only to promote material on a non-fee basis. The names 
of actual companies and products mentioned herein and/or third party trademarks, 
trade names and logos contained herein my be the trademarks of their respective 
owners. All release dates of products/content herein in are accurate as of the publication 
date and may be subject to change without notification in any form. 



























T he winter season is what it is***winter* Not much to do***somewhat* The biggest thing that went 
on was Anime Los Angeles back in January* I cant get enough of that small winter convention 
in our neck of the woods* This was the first year that I, we, arrived at the convention on Day 
Zero* That way, we could get our room, settle in and plan what we want to do* Anime LA was good 
and all***but it rained all day that Saturday and half the day on Sunday* Though it 'rained out” the 
convention, we all still had a great time and made the most of it* There was also the J* Paul Getty 
Museum for the first time* It was suggested by a friend of mine to go that day instead of other plans 
that I had* Luckily we went* It was a great experience* 

On a side note, I was asked by some people why I have the Tong(er) vowel” symbol, actually called 
a macron, over some of the Japanese names and words* For example; the name “Yuki” as opposed to 
the word "yuki*” It a form of Japanese romanization of the characters called the Modified Hepburn 
System* Certain combinations of vowels, commonly the (o + u) combination, is written as “o,” instead 
of “ou*” From a typographic point of view, the “o” style is more pleasing* 
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very creature in the world has a beginning and 
an end. The middle of life is the story of how 
they lived their lives on Earth, The only differ¬ 
ence between animals and man is that humans 
live by a moral code or ethics. Many people do 
believe after you pass on to the next world, judg 
ment is given to enter heaven, hell, purgatory or 
in another religion—reincarnation. Depending 
what you did in your life will determine what 
your fate will be in the after world. 


khtqIM life □ Spfliragj 2©0! 













The new anime that has came out in January 2015 called 
Death Parade , is an anime that takes the concept of what 
happens after death to a whole different direction of how 
people are being judged* The process starts when two 
people in separate elevators arrive to the bar called 
“Quindecim” and do not remember what happened in 
the past when they enter this bar* They are greeted by 
the bartender, Decim who makes drinks upon requests* 

As the people are trying figure out how they ended up 
in a bar, Decim tells them that they have to play a game 
gambling their own lives at stake* When people hear this 
absurd statement, they try to escape but to their luck 
there is no way out* 


To start the game, there is a button to push that starts 
the roulette of randomly picking a game* The games can 
either be darts, pool, video game, twister, etc* Once a game 
has been picked, the equipment will appear before the play¬ 
ers* They are given the rules of the game and each are desig¬ 
nated a color* There is sometimes special stipulations added 
such as body parts on the game pieces* When a players color 
and an organ is on the game piece, the owner of that game 
piece will feel the pain depending on rules of the game* The 
game is over when there is only one winner* 

During the game, the players may remember little pieces of 
what happened to them* As the game progresses, the player 




may remember how they died and change their behavior* 
The point of the games are to get the players to reveal their 
true nature to be judged* Decim, the bartender is the 
! arbitrator that judges and decide whether they get 

1 1 1 reincarnated or put into a void; there is no heaven 
and hell* It is Decims sole duty to correctly deter¬ 
mine where each person goes* 

Death Parade is an interesting anime that takes 
the perspective of what can happen after death* 
It is an anime that can place the thought in the 
back of your head of how you lived your life* 
Even though people live morally or ethically, 
it depends on their understanding of what is 
good and bad in their own perspective views* 
If you believe that there is another life after 
death, then take some time to reflect on your 
life and make any changes you see fit* So live 
your life as you see it and follow what you 
believe in because we may never know what is on 
the other side of death* ❖ Philip P. Knowles 


The series spawned from a short film, Death 
Billiards which was originally produced by 
Madhouse for the Young Animator Training 
Projects Anime Mirai 2013 and released on 
March 2, 2013 
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For enquiries email info@animeleague.com 














Used without permission. GLM is not affliated with Final Fantasy Distant Worlds, Square. 
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April 24 

Boston, Massachusettes 
Boston Symphony Hall 


June 17 

Los Angeles, Califonia 
Nokia Theatre L.A. LIVE 


f May 15-16 

St. Louis, Missouri 
Powell Hall 


July 10-11 

Seattle, Washington 
Benaroya Hall 
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Animarathon 

March 21 

Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green, OH 
www.animarathon.com 

Mizuumi-Con 

March 21 

Our Lady of the Lake University, 
San Antonio, TX 
www.mizuumicon.org 

A-Lot-A-Con 

March 21-22 

SUNY Oneonta, Hunt Union 
Oneonta, NY 
www.alotacon.com 

AlCon 

March 21-22 

Wrest Point Convention Centre 
Hobart, TAS Australia 
www.aicon.org.au 


AnimeJapan 

March 21-22 

Tokyo Big Sight, Tokyo, Japan 
www.anime-japan.jp 

Fannatiku Fest 

March 27-28 
Dixie Convention Center 
St* George, UT 
www.fannatikufest.com 

Anime Detour 

March 27-29 

DoubleTree by Hilton Blooming¬ 
ton Minneapolis South 
Bloomington, MN 
www.animedetour.com 

Conbust 

March 27-29 

Smith College (Seelye Hall) 
Northampton, MA 
sophia.smith.edu/conhust/ 



Emerald City Comicon 

March 27-29 
Washington State 
Convention Center 
Seattle, WA 

emeraldcitycomicon.com/ 

EvilleCon 

March 27-29 
Clarion Inn 
Evansville, IN 
www.evillecon.com 


Kawaii Kon 

March 27-29 
Hawaii Convention 
Center, Honolulu, HI 
www. kawaii-kon. org 


TexanCon 

March 27-29 

Tarleton State University 
Stephenville, TX 
www.texancon.com 


Newcastle Film & Comic Con 

March 28-29 
Metro Radio Arena 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, UK 
www.newcastXefdmandcomiccon.com 



Wizard World Louisville 

March 27-29 
Kentucky International 
Convention Center 
Louisville, KY 

www.wizardworld.com/home- 

louisville.html 

Zenkaikon 

March 27-29 

Lancaster County Convention 
Center, Lancaster, PA 
www.zenkaikon.com 

FreeCon 

March 28-29 
Florida State University 
Tallahassee, FL 

www.tallahasseeanime.com/freecon/ 


Castle Point 
Anime Convention 

March 29 

Stevens Institute of Technology 
Hoboken, NJ 
www.castlepointanime.com 

Anime Boston 

April 3-5 

Hynes Convention Center 
Boston, MA 
www.animehoston.com 

Anime Matsuri 

April 3-5 
George R* Brown 
Convention Center 
Houston, TX 
www. animematsuri. com 
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Anime Punch: Armageddicon 

April 3-5 

Holiday Inn Worthington 
Columbus, OH 
www.animepunch.org/ 
armageddicon/ 

FanExpo Vancouver 

April 3-5 

Vancouver Convention Centre 
Vancouver, British Columbia 
www.fanexpovancouver.com 

Middle Tennessee 
Anime Convention 

April 3-5 

Sheraton Music City Hotel/ 
Nashville Airport Marriott 
Nashville, TN 
mtac.net 

Sakura-Con 

April 3-5 

Washington State Convention 
& Trade Center, Seattle, WA 
www.sakuracon.org 


T-MODE 

April 3-5 

Hilton Washington DC/ 
Rockville Hotel & Executive 
Meeting Ctr 
Rockville, MD 
www.tmode.org 

Taiga Con 

April 3-5 
Hilton Atlanta 
Atlanta, GA 
www.taigacon.com 

WonderCon 

April 3-5 

Anaheim Convention Center 
Anaheim, CA 
comic-con.org/wca 

Yorkshire Cosplay Con 

April 4 

Magna Science Adventure Centre 
Rotherham, UK 
www.yorkshirecosplaycon.co.uk 


Middle East Film 
and Comic Con 

April 9-11 

Dubai World Trade Center 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
www.mefcc.com 

AmeChibi 

April 10-12 

Britannia Hotel Nottingham 
Nottingham, UK 
www.amecon.org.uk 

MegaCon 

April 10-12 

Orange County Convention 
Center, Orlando, FL 
www.megaconvention.com 

Midwest Media Expo 

April 10-12, 201 

Detroit Marriott at the Renaissance 
Center, Detroit, MI 
www.midwestmediaexpo.com/ 
index.php 

Supanova Pop Culture 
Expo - Melbourne 

April 10-12 

Melbourne Showgrounds 
Melbourne, VIC Australia 
www.supanova.com.au 

AnniCon 

April 11 

Anniston City Meeting Center 
Anniston, AL 
www. annicon. com 

Eastern Shore Fan Con 

April 11 

University of Maryland Eastern 
Shore, Princess Anne, MD 
www.easternshorefancon.com 


Oz Comic-Con: Perth 

April 11-12 

Perth Convention and Exhibition 
Centre, Perth, WA Australia 
www.ozcomiccon.com 

Tekko 

April 16-19 

David L. Lawrence Convention 
Center, Pittsburgh, PA 
www.teamtekko.us 

Anime St. Louis 

April 17-19 

Gateway Center/DoubleTree 
by Hilton Hotel Collinsville - 
St. Louis, Collinsville, IL 
www.animestl.net 

CyPhaCon 

April 17-19 

Lake Charles Civic Center 
Lake Charles, LA 
www.cyphacon.org 

Nadeshicon 

April 17-19 
Universite Laval 
Quebec City, Quebec 
www.nadeshicon.ca/en/ 

Supanova Pop Culture 
Expo - Gold Coast 

April 17-19 

Gold Coast Convention and 
Exhibition Centre 
Broadbeach, QLD Australia 
www.supanova.com.au 

ASAHiCon 

April 18 

Antioch High School 
Antioch, CA 
www.asahicon.org 























































Big Wow! ComicFest 

April 1849, 201 

San Jose Convention Center 

San Jose, CA 

www.bigwowcomicfest.com/ 

Midorifest 

April 1849 

Shawnee Lodge & Conference 
Center 

West Portsmouth, OH 
www.midoricon.com/midorifest/ 

NashiCon 

April 1849 

Columbia Metropolitan 
Convention Center 
Columbia, SC 
www.nashicon.com 

Oz Comic-Con: Adelaide 

April 1849 

Adelaide Showgrounds 
Adelaide, SA Australia 
www.ozcomiccon.com 

Tora-Con 

April 1849 
Rochester Institute of 
Technology, Rochester, NY 
www.rit.edu/clubs/toracon/ 

Chicago Comic 

and Entertainment Expo 

April 24-26 

The Floor, Chicago, IL 

www.c2e2.com/ 

CONgregation 

April 24-26 
Comfort Inn & Suites 
Omaha, NE 

www.congregation-con.com 


Florida Anime Experience 

April 24-26 

Park Inn by Radisson Orlando - 
Celebration, Kissimmee, FL 
www.floridaanime.com 

No Brand Con 

April 24-26 
Plaza Hotel and Suites 
Eau Claire, WI 
www.nobrandcon.org/p/ 

Sabaku Con 

April 24-26 

Crowne Plaza Albuquerque 
Albuquerque, NM 
www.sabakucon.com 

Tanoshiicon 

April 25 

West Chester University, Sykes 
Student Union 
West Chester, PA 
www.tanoshiicon.org 

Shikacon 

April 25-26 

Holiday Inn Bristol, Bristol, VA 
www.shikacon.com 

Spring Kraken Con 

April 25-26 

Oakland Convention Center 
Oakland, CA 
www.krakencon.com 

Sukoshi Con: 

Destination Anime 

May 1-3 

Bay Point Wyndham Golf Resort 
& Spa, Panama City Beach, FL 
www.sukoshicon.com/destina- 
tion_news.html 


AniMinneapolis 

May 840 

Hyatt Regency Minneapolis 
Minneapolis, MN 
www.animinneapolis.com 

Sukoshi Con: 

Bowling Green 


EMCon - Anime and 
Gaming Convention 

May 1647 

East Meadow Public Library 
East Meadow, NY 
www.emconanimefest.com 

Animazement 


May 840 

Holiday Inn University 
Plaza - Bowling Green/ 
Sloan Convention Center 
Bowling Green, KY 
sukoshicon.com/bowlingg 
news.html 

Anime Central 

May 1547 

Hyatt Regency O'Hare/ 
Donald E* Stephens 
Convention Center 
Rosemont, IL 
www.acen.org 

LouisiANIME 

May 1547 
Ramada Lafayette 
Conference Center 
Lafayette, LA 
www.louisianime.com 

Nauticon 

May 1547 
Provincetown Inn 
Provincetown, MA 
www.nauticons.com 

Otafest 

May 1547 

University of Calgary 
Calgary, Alberta 
www.otafest.com 


May 22-24 

Raleigh Convention Center 
Raleigh, NC 
www.animazement.org 


reen_ 


Anime North 

May 22-24 

Toronto Congress Center 
Toronto, Ontario 
www.animenorth.com/live/ 
















DoKomi 

May 23-24 

Congress Center Diisseldorf 
Diisseldorf, Germany 
www.dokomi.de/en/ 

MomoCon 

May 28-31 

Georgia World Congress Center 
and Omni Hotel, Atlanta, GA 
www,momocon.com 

Phoenix Comicon 

May 28-31 

Phoenix Convention Center 
Phoenix, AZ 
www.phoenixcomicon.com 

Fan Expo Dallas 

May 29-31 

Dallas Convention Center 
Dallas, TX 

www.fanexpodallas.com 

Northwest Fan Fest 

May 29-31 

Anvil Centre, New Westminster, 
British Columbia 
www.northwestfanfest.com 


Colossalcon 

June 4-7 

Kalahari Resort and 
Convention Center 
Sandusky, OH 
www.colossalcon.com 


A-Kon 

June 5-7 

Hilton Anatole Dallas 
Dallas, TX 
www.adion.com 


Arch Anime 

June 5-7 
Gateway Center 
Collinsville, IL 
www.archanime.com 


I AnimeNEXT 

June 12-14 

Garden State Exhibit Center 
Somerset, NJ 
www.animenext.org 


LA Cosplay Con 

June 13 

Hyatt Regency Century Plaza 
Los Angeles, CA 
www.lacosplaycon.com 


MobiCon 

May 22-24 

Renaissance Mobile Riverview 
Plaza Hotel, Mobile, AL 
www.mohicon.org 

Omni Expo 

May 22-24 

Rosen Centre Hotel, Orlando, FL 
www.omniexpo.com 

Anime Oasis 

May 22-25 

Grove Hotel, Boise, ID 
www.animeoasis.org 

FanimeCon 

May 22-25 

San Jose McEnery Convention 
Center, San Jose, CA 
www.fanime.com 

JABEcon! 

May 23 

Cumberland University, Learning 
Commons, Lebanon, TN 
www.jahecon.com 


OMGlcon 

June 12-14 

Owensboro Convention Center 
Owensboro, KY 
www.omgcon.com 

Sausomecon 

June 12-14 

Holiday Inn Kansas City - SE 
and CoCo Key Water Resort 
Kansas City, MO 
www.sausomecon.com 


Sukoshi Con: Anime 
Paradise 

June 5-7 

Inverrary Vacation Resort 
Ft* Lauderdale, FL 
www.sukoshicon.com/an- 
ime_paradise_news.html 


Metrocon 

June 11-14 

Tampa Convention Center 
Tampa, FL 

www.metroconventions.com 


Anime 2015 

June 12-14 

World Forum 

The Hague, Netherlands 

www.animecon.nl 


Photo by L. Tuazon 


















































Nishikaze 

June 13 

University of Lethbridge, 
Anderson Hall 
Lethbridge, Alberta 
www.nishikaze.ca 

Saskatoon Blitz! 

June 13-14 
Prairieland Park 

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada 
www.saskhlitz.com 

BotCon 

June 18-21 
Pheasant Run Resort 
St* Charles, IL 

www.hotcon.com/BotCon201S/ 

Anime Mid-Atlantic 

June 19-21 

Chesapeake Conference Center 
Chesapeake, VA 
www.animemidatlantic.com/ 
index.html 

SoDak Anime Convention 

June 19-21 

Rushmore Plaza Civic Center 
Rapid City, SD 
www.sdcon.org 

Supanova Pop Culture 
Expo - Sydney 

June 19-21 

Sydney Olympic Park 
Sydney, NSW Australia 
www.supanova.com.au 

Tosho-con 

June 20 

East Orange Public Library 
East Orange, NJ 
NA 


Wie.MAl.KAI 

June 20-21 
Biirgerhaus Kastel 
Wiesbaden, Germany 
www.wiemaikai.de 

PortConMaine 

June 25-28 

DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel 
Portland, 

South Portland, ME 
www.portconmaine.com/weh/ 

Animaritime 

June 26-28 

Fredericton Convention Centre 
Fredericton, New Brunswick 
www.animaritime.org 

Daisuki Con 

June 26-28 

Chattanooga Marriott Downtown 
Chattanooga, TN 
www.daisukianimecon.com 

HamaCon 

June 26-28 

Von Braun Center, Huntsville, AL 
www.hama-con.com 

ShinkouCon 

June 26-28 

Meadowlands Exposition 
Center/Holiday Inn Secaucus 
Meadowlands, Secaucus, NJ 
www.shinkoucon.com 

SunnyCon 

June 26-28 

Pullman Lodge Hotel, 

Bar & Function Suite 
Sunderland, UK 
www.sunnycon.co.uk 



Anime Festival Wichita 


Anime Expo 

July 2-5 

Los Angeles Convention 
Center, Los Angeles, CA 
www. anime-expo, org 

Anime Midwest 

July 3-5 

Hyatt Regency O'Hare 
Rosemont, IL 
www. animemidwest. com 

Emiko's Mini Convention 

July 3-5 

Crowne Plaza Hotel & 
Conference Centre 
Kitchener, Ontario 
www.go2emc.ca/ 
EMCminiExtravaganza/ 

Sukoshi Con: 

Louisvile Anime Weekend 

July 3-5 

Crowne Plaza Louisville Airport 
Expo Center, Louisville, KY 
www.sukoshicon.com/law_news.html 

ConnectiCon 

July 9-12 

Connecticut Convention Center 
Hanford, CT 
www.connecticon.org 

San Diego ComicCon 

July 9-12 

San Diego Convention Center 
San Deigo, CA 
comic-con.org 

Anime Blues Con 

July 10-12 

Memphis Cook Convention 
Center, Memphis, TN 
www.animehlues.com 


July 10-12 

Hyatt Regency Wichita 
Wichita, KS 
www.afwcon.org 

ConGregate 

July 10-12, 2015 
High Point Plaza Hotel 
Winston-Salem, NC 
www.con-gregate.com 

Ikasucon 

July 10-12 

Grand Wayne Convention 
Center, Fort Wayne, IN 
www.ikasucon.org 

Ryu-Kon 

July 10-12 

Buffalo Niagara Convention 
Center, Buffalo, NY 
www.ryu-kon. com 

XP Fest 

June 12-14 

Hilton Hartford, Hartford, CT 
www.xpfest.com 














All ages, “by the fans, for every fan” 

100% volunteer-run 50lc3 non-profit 

2012 recipient of the Japan Foreign 
Ministry’s Official Commendation 


Over 1200 hours of round-the-clock 
anime, manga, and more presented 
in 3 days 


Experience Asian culture with traditional 
artists, educators & performers 


Cosplay, dances, guests, & artists are only 
a sliver of what’s available at Sakura-Con 


f Like us on Facebook 
I facebook.com/SakuraCon 


Follow us on Twitter 
@SakuraCon 


Visit our Website 
www.SakuraCon.( 
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he road to Japan in 2015 has been 

over yet! We asked the chosen finalists competingto be World Cosplay 
Summit's Team USA about their goals, and about what it's meant to 
them to participate. 

Midwest Preliminaries and the National Finals take place at the Midwest 
Media Expo, April 10-12, in Detroit, Ml, so we hope you'll be there, either 
in person or watching online, to cheer on your favorite teams! 



By hregJ. Hinsen 


a long one, but the journey's not 


Team Slim-Zeas - OliforniA 

0 Why did we enter WCS? 

We entered World Cosplay Summit because we 
believe we represent what American cosplay is all 
about. We want to show how hard we work, our 
meticulousness, innovation and ability to execute 
on the big stage. We want to represent the United 
States and bring that world title home! 

0 WHY IS WCS IMPORTANT TO US? 

World Cosplay Summit is the grandest stage for 
cosplay. It's a chance to compete with the best 
this world has to offer. Under the costume of 
every competitor is someone who has journeyed, 
endured and committed themselves to great¬ 
ness. WCS is important to us because it instills 
the values of dedication, a can-do attitude and 
aspiration to push ourselves to the next level. 
These traits are invaluable in and out of cosplay. 
We want to strengthen ourselves in those traits 
and also inspire everyone to do the same! 


Photo hySomatics Studio Cosplay 











Kiss Kiss CospUtj - Mew York 



Team Magpie - Mevada 

0 Why did we enter WCS? 

We feel that our combined skill sets and experiences make a one-of-a-kind team. Team 
Magpie is made up of one veteran cosplayer (Heather, who has been cosplaying since 
2001) and one who is fairly new to the scene (Brian, who has been cosplaying since 
2012). With the combination of Heather's detailed sewing work and Brian's fresh 
outlook, electronics and programming skills, we hope to bring a truly unique perfor¬ 
mance to WCS! 


0 WHY IS WCS IMPORTANT TO US? 

We like doing cosplay competitions, and this is the most competitive of them all! 
Looking at our fellow finalists, we have been so impressed by them all and are honored 
and humbled to be in the running with them. We get to meet these amazing fellow 
cosplayers who care just as much as we do about creating beautiful costumes and 
memorable skits and that means a lot to us. That's why the opportunity to be Team 
USA means so much. It’s not just a trip to Japan. It's a once-in-a-lifetime experience to 
meet people from all over the world who are passionate about the same things we love! 



Photo hy S 2 









Colong Prop (osplag - Texas 

0 Why did we enter WCS? 

We wanted to push our cosplay to the limits, and WCS is the best 
place to challenge our talents. We also wanted to meet other awe¬ 
some and talented cosplayers. 

<} WHY IS WCS IMPORTANT TO US? 

Entering WCS has been a dream come true. The traveling and the 
conventions have been wonderful. Each place is so beautiful and so 
unique. We can't wait to see what's next on this amazing journey. 


Photo hy Senia Vera Photography 


Team Lauderdale & Mezbee - Washington 

0 Why did we enter WCS? 

We wanted to challenge ourselves and join a competition! We 
wanted to test our abilities as cosplayers and push the limits! 

() WHY IS WCS IMPORTANT TO US? 

It's important to us because it's an amazing opportunity, and it's 
also a lotoffun! We think that the possibility of being Team USA 
is also a dream we want to achieve! 


















Elemental Moon (osplag - West Virginia 

0 Why did we enter WCS? 

Cosplay and sewing has always been a part of our lives in some 
shape or form. It is something that strengthens our friendship 
more and more as the years go on. We knew this competition 
would give us the chance to share our passion for sewing, but 
also our love of theater. It also gives us the chance to meet other 
teams that share our interests. 

0 Why IS WCS IMPORTANT TO US? 

We both live in West Virginia. In this area, the concept of cosplay 
is still rather new and not well understood, even though there is an 
annual convention that has taken place in downtown Huntington 
for the past 11 years. We hope that, through WCS, we can demon¬ 
strate to our area what cosplay is about and how you can build so 
many friendships through this wonderful event! 


Something Clever CospUy - Texas 

() Why did we enter WCS? 

We entered WCS because we wanted to challenge ourselves and 
compete with the amazingly talented cosplayers that we see every 
year entering the show. It looked like an amazing experience and 
we wanted to not only participate but also be able inspire others 
the way WCS has inspired us. 

0 Why IS WCS IMPORTANT TO US? 

WCS is important to us because it is an incredible and unique life¬ 
time experience that provides the opportunity to meet and share 
ideas with cosplayers from the world. 





Ennai Killed The CospUy - Colorado 


Photo byL.A.C. Photography 


0 Why did we enter WCS? 

This is Shiki's 2 nd WCS prelim, though she helped out at two previous prelims. Chessy is a pretty new cosplayer, but her 
main local convention hosts a WCS prelim so she’d been trying to participate for a while. 


Cosplay itself has become so huge since we first started attending conventions (2002 for Shiki!) and WCS is an incredible 
opportunity to stretch our borders even farther. In the US, we tend to focus on craftsmanship or performance for com¬ 
petitions as individual factors, but WCS really forces you to consider the showmanship aspect in relation to the costumes. 
How do we bring our passion for this game and characters to a wide, international audience while maintaining top notch 
craftsmanship? It’s a huge challenge! 

That said, on a practical level, we also enter to convince ourselves that spending 300 hours beading a costume is a com¬ 
pletely sane use of time. Not sure if 1 succeeded, there. 

0 WHY IS WCS IMPORTANT TO US? 

1 think WCS is the only competition where "I'm gonna need 2000 more rhinestones" and "1 wonder if 1 can do a back-flip in 
this" can fall under the same breath. Thinking about so many elements has been stressful, but I'm so proud of all the work 
we've been able to do together. And really, it's raw motivation. The idea of representing our country on an international 
stage for our chosen hobby drives us to push our limits. 

And 1 think, for both of us, it's been amazing connecting with all the other teams. It's like throwing eight teams of mas¬ 
querade Best in Shows into one contest and it's incredible to watch and be a part of. Not only that, we've stayed in touch 
with many of the other teams from our prelim. WCS brings together like-minded and similarly motivated cosplayers, so it's 
been a great opportunity for making connections. 


Laura Butler United States Organizer 
Tiffany Tezna United States Assistant Organizer 

Allyson Rochlin • Eve Flores • Samantha Laabs 
Eli Hinson • Dustin Young • Cassandra May • Mario Bueno 

Greg J. Hansen Writing Staff 

Website: www.WCSUS.com • General Email: info@wcsus.com 
Twitter: @WCSPrelimsUS • Facebook: www.facebook.com/wcsprelimsus 
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Celebrate first annual EOPL Tosho 
Con Anime, Comic and Scify 
convention with a day of exciting 
progams, special guests, 
crafts, art i sts/vendors, 
games,cosplay and much more. 

•- •*> 1 ■ ‘ *v ’• #. » 


Tosho Con 
First Annual 
Mascot 
Winner 
ashae Phillips 
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LIBRARY 


21 S. Arlington Avenue * East 
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SPECIAL 


Lady Artecalis 
Cosplayer 


Michele Knotz 
Voice Actress 


Samurai 
Sword Soul 


Monster in My Closet 
Special Effects Make-up 


Night and Day 
Anime Studios 


All programs are subject to change without prior notice 


Orange, NJ 07018 ♦ (973) 266-6600 


visit us on the Web 
at www.eopf.org 































HELLO WORLD TOUR 

SCANDAL 


MAY 5 • Rosemont, IL • Rosemont Theatre 
MAY 22 • Los Angeles, CA • House of Blues Sunset Strip 
MAY 23 • Anaheim, CA • House of Blues Anaheim 

http://mvw.sonymusic.co.jp/Music/lnfo/ 
scandal/worldtour2015/ 












Re-Kan! 

U-*J>! 

Pierrot Plus ♦ April 2 ♦ TBS 
www*tbs*co*jp/ anime/re-kan/ 

www*dailymotion*com/video/x2djvfb_re-kampv_news 

Story about a girl named Amami Hibiki who can see and communicate with the supernatural and talk to animals* 


Danna ga Nani wo Itteiru ka Wakaranai Ken 2 Sure-me 
(I Can't Understand What My Husband Is Saying 2nd Season) 

27.US 

Seven ♦ April 3 ♦ TVK 
ww w*dreamcreat ion*co*jp/danna / 

The daily life of an earnest, hardworking office lady named Kaoru and her otaku husband, who is totally immersed in a 
certain huge net bulletin board system* Second season* 


Maho Shojo Lyrical Nanoha ViVid 
(Magical Girl Lyrical Nanoha ViVid) 
yaDi/fccDiiViVid 

AT Pictures ♦ April 3 ♦ Various 

nanoha-vivid*tv 

youtu*be/d3bRllrfFw4 

Set four years after StrikerS, Nanoha finally has time to get off her feet, now explore the Nanoha world in Vivio Takamichi s 
shoes and her device, Sacred Heart* Then a mysterious magical fighter appears and targets Vivio* 
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Battle Spirits: Burning Soul 

Sunrise ♦ April 1 ♦ TV Tokyo 

www*sunrisednc*co*jp/battlespirits7/index*html 

youtmbe/KwWYTqlZVoO 

Anime based on the card game from Bandai* In the near future, a battle card game known as Battle Spirits had gained popularity, 
and sparked a major movement* The Butler had waged a war in various locations called Battle Spirits Warring States Period* 
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Vampire Holmes 

07>JWT /Tv-AX 

CUCURI ♦ April 3 ♦ TV Kanagawa 
www.cucuri.co.jp/holmes.html 

The adaptation of the smartphone game that features a character named Holmes in London. But against his name, he is a 
private detective who doesn't reason nor even explain mysteries. However, he always solves the cases requested and secretly 
undertakes a mission from the Metropolitan Police of London to search vampires. 


Yahari Ore no Seishun Love Comedy wa Machigatteiru. Zoku 
(My Teen Romantic Comedy SNAFU Sequel) 

ft 

Feel ♦ April 3 ♦ TBS 
www.tbs.co.jp/ anime/oregair u / 

This romantic comedy revolves around an antisocial high school student named Hikigaya Hachiman with a distorted view 
on life and no friends or girlfriends. A teacher gets Hachiman to join the volunteer service club, which happens to have the 
schools prettiest girl, Yukinoshita Yukino. Second season of“Hamachi.” 


Denpa Kyoshi (Electromagnetic-wave Teacher) 

AT Pictures ♦ April 4 ♦ NNS 
www.ytv.co.jp/denpa/ 

Junichiro is a 24-year old otaku who published papers in the journals Nature and Science when he was only 17. After 
graduating college, he became a NEET (Not in Education, Employment or Training) absorbed in his anime blog. Unable to 
watch him throw away his life, his sister Suzune gets him to work the high school where she attends. The head of the schools 
board, Koyomi Hiiragi assigns Kagami to his new life as a high school teacher. 


Dungeon ni Deai wo Motomeru no wa Machigatteiru no Daro ka? 

(Is It Wrong to Try to Pick Up Girls in a Dungeon?) 

J.C.Staff ♦ April 4 ♦ Tokyo MX 
danmachi.com/ ♦ youtu.be/wxhpfkyg7_c 

In the town of labyrinths, Orario (also called Dungeon), Vel Clanel is a newbie adventurer. On one adventure, he is attacked 
by a minotaur. Close to dying, he is saved by a female adventurer, Eyes Warenstein. It was love at first sight and begins to train to 
be on par with her. He later encounters Hestia, a god called a “Lolita god" due to her stature who falls in love with him. 


Kyokai no Rinne (Circle of Reincarnation) 
ttffORINNE 

Brains Base ♦ April 4 ♦ NHK-E 
anime-rinne.com/ ♦ youtu.be/8CYHjxK8Fvs 

As a child Sakura Mamiya mysteriously disappeared in the woods behind her grandmas home. She returned whole and healthy, 
but since then she has had the power to see ghosts. Now a teenager, she just wishes the ghosts would leave her alone! At school, 
the desk next to Sakura s has been empty since the start of the school year. Then one day her always-absent classmate Rinne 
Rokudo shows up and he's far more than what he seems! 



































































Rias Cremory — 

High School DxD BorN 


Gunslinger Stratos: The Animc 

Zb^bZ -THE ANIMATld? 

A-1 Pictures ♦ April 4 ♦ Tokyo MX 
www*guns-project*jp/ ♦ youtu*be/ts2kBcPcMww 

In 2115, the country known formerly as Japan has been split into two parallel worlds: the Frontier S and the 17th Far East 
Imperial City Management District* A group of gunslingers, each from the two universes who participate in Operation 
Stratos, will be sent in the year 2015 to alter the past by eliminating the other side until only one group survives, erasing a 
parallel universe in the process* 



High School DxD BorN 
JWZ<7-JlDxD BorN 

TNK ♦ April 4 ♦ ATX 

www*haremking*tv/ 

youtu*be/A9aLA0jlZPM 

The story centers on Issei Hyodo, a perverted high school student who is killed by his first date who is revealed to be a fallen 
angel* He is soon revived as a devil by Rias Gremory to serve her and her devil family* Third season* 


Nagato Yuki-chan no Shoshitsu 

(The Disappearance of Nagato Yuki-chan) 

Satelight ♦ April 4 ♦ Tokyo MX 
haruhi*tv/yuki_chan/main*html 

Nagato Yuki, the shy president of the literature club, has never been very sure of herself around other people* But around 
Kyon, the only boy in the tiny, three-person club, Yuki finds herself faltering even more than usual* For Kyon and for her 
precious club, Yuki must find her confidence and let her true personality shine! 
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Owari no Seraph 
(Seraph of the End) 

*ffo9©fe^7 

Wit Studio ♦ April 4 ♦ Tokyo MX 
owarino-seraph*jp/ ♦ youtu*be/NtzDAmRhD9s 

A mysterious virus appeared on Earth, killing every human over 13 years old* At the same time, vampires emerged from the 
world’s dark recesses and enslaved mankind* Yuichiro Hyakuya, a young boy with the rest of the children from his orphanage, 
are treated as livestock* Even in captivity, Yuichiro dreams big* He dreams of killing vampires* **killing them all* 

ff§ 

PriPara 2 (Prism Paradise) 

7‘JKv 2 

Tatsunoko ♦ April 4 ♦ TNX 
pripara*jp 

The new anime based on the theme of Pretty Rhythm series is set in the PurkPara world, filled with girls dreams, fashion, 
dance and music* There are auditions that send top idols to worldwide fame on television and online* Laala and her friends 
are all fascinated with this world* However, Laala’s school prohibits PurkPara for elementary school children* An unexpected 
chance leads Laala to make her first entrance into the world of PurkPara, where she just might make her debut* 



Natsuki Shinomiya, Otoya Ittoki, Masato 
Hijirikawa, Tokiya Ichinose, Ren Jinguji 
& Syo Kurusu — Uta no Prince-sama 


Cenki Life Magazin^^a^Tn^ 2fl-l, 






























































Shokugeki no Soma (Food Wars!) 

J.C.Staff ♦ April 4 ♦ MBS 

shokugekinosoma*com/ ♦ youtu*be/Qe2eXAFUXqE 

Soma Yukihira's dream is to become a full-time chef in his fathers restaurant and surpass his fathers culinary skilL But just 
as Yukihira graduates from middle school, his father, Joichiro Yukihira closes down the restaurant to cook in Europe* Although 
downtrodden, Soma's fighting spirit is rekindled by a challenge from Joichiro which is to survive in an elite culinary school 
where only 10% of the students graduate* Can Soma survive? 


Ufa no'H'Prince-samaJ): Maji Love Revolutions 
(Princes of Song: Magic Love Revolutions) 

5fc©^7 l J>XSS-3J>-7S'"LOVEU7|ty:L-S'a>X 

A-l Pictures ♦ April 4 ♦ Tokyo MX 
utapri*tv/ 

Based on a bishonen visual novel game by Broccoli, originally released for the PSP in 2010* In this slapstick romantic comedy, 
a girl goes to a school for the performing arts with boys who are budding idols and share one purpose: to sign with a production 
company and make their debut* Third anime adaptation of the otome game Uta no Prince-sama * 


Plastic Memories 

Dogakobo ♦ April 5 ♦ Tokyo MX 
www*plastic-memories*jp ♦ youtu*be/Lfv9Pgsl2ig 

The android production company SA Corp* produced Giftia, a new kind of android is the most human-like out of any other 
model* Due to problems in technology, androids have a service life and once they pass that, they***well, it gets pretty bad* 

For this reason, SA Corp* creates a terminal service in order to retrieve Giftia that have gone past their service life* A new 
employee at the terminal service named Tsukasa Mizugaki forms a team with the Giftia Isla to retrieve the other androids* 


Kekkai Sensen (Blood Blockade Battlefront) 

1IHMI 

Bones ♦ April 5 ♦ Tokyo MX 

kekkaisensen*com/ 

youtu*be/jDyMuduEJ2E 

A breach between Earth and the netherworlds has opened up over the city of New York, trapping New Yorkers and creatures 
from other dimensions in an impenetrable bubble* They've lived together for years, in a world of crazy crime sci-fi sensibilities* 
Now someone is threatening to sever the bubble and a group of stylish superhumans is working to keep it from happening* 


Arslan Senki (The Heroic Legend of Arslan) 

S6IB 

LIDEN FILMS & Sanzigen * April 5 * MBS/TBS 
www*arslan*jp ♦ youtu*be/d_QqY9_ybws 

In the prosperous kingdom of Pars lies the Royal Capital of Ecbatana, a city of splendor and wonder, ruled by the undefeated 
and fearsome King Andragoras* Arslan is the young and curious prince of Pars* At the age of 14, he goes to his first battle and 
loses everything, bringing him to face the demise of his once glorious kingdom* It is Arslan's destiny to be a ruler and despite 
the trials that face him, he must now embark on a journey to reclaim his fallen kingdom* 
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Baby Steps 2 

^YL-Xt'vX 

Studio Pierrot ♦ April 5 ♦ NHK-E 
www3*nhk*or *jp/anime/babysteps/ 

Maruo Eiichiro one day decides he is unhappy with the way things are and lacks exercise* He finds a flier for the Tennis Club 
and check it out* With no prior experience and physical conditioning, he embarks on a tennis journey using his smarts, dedication 
and work ethic* He uses his inherent studious nature to develop an extremely strategic approach to tennis, taking notes on the 
habits and tendencies of his opponents thus allowing him to predict their shots before they make them* Second season* 



Show By Rock!! 

V'lW'U'vV 

Bones ♦ April 5 ♦ Tokyo MX 
showbyrock-anime*com/ 

Metropolis of music, MIDICITY* A kitty girl wearing gothic lolita clothing named Cyan is scouted by Maple Arisugawa, the 
president of a music agency* From there, she meets three other girls* Together, they form the band named Plasmagica, and 
aim for the top of the world* However, the path there is long and tough, and keeping in high spirits is important* By battling 
against other strange bands, Plasmagica slowly grows toward a top-grade band* 


Ameiro Cocoa (Rainy Cocoa) 

Hfeaaj 7 


IAM DenshiShuppan ♦ April 5 ♦ Tokyo MX 
www*rainycocoa*jp/ anime/ 
youtu*be/A0dalVIZp4w 

Aoi Tokura was having a very unfortunate day* He was even called ugly by a stranger on the train* While walking down the 
street on this rainy day, he stood by a small, but cozy cafe named Rainy Color where he is to start working* As he enjoyed a 
cup of hot chocolate he was served, a guy came into Rainy Color* **it was Kei’ichi Iwase, the one who told Aoi was ugly!!?? 



Kokaku Kiddtai Arise: Alternative Architecture 
(Ghost in a Shell Arise: Alternative Architecture) 

$>3itiftlg*ARISE ALTERNATIVE ARCHITECTURE 

Production I*G ♦ April 5 ♦ Tokyo MX 
kokaku-a*jp/tv/ ♦ youtu*be/08Ma8duhSWI 

The series takes place in the year 2027, where many people in developed countries have become cyborgs with prosthetic bodies* 
Primarily set in the fictional Japanese Newport City, the series follows a younger Motoko Kusanagi before the formation of 
Public Security Section 9* 

Fate/Stay Night: Unlimited Blade Works 2nd Season 
7Unlimited Blade Works 2ndS/-X> 



ufotable ♦ April 5 ♦ Tokyo MX 
www*fate-sn*com/ubw/ 

About an amateur mechanic, Shiro Emiya, who attends a school named Homurahara Gakuen in Fuyuki City, Japan* The story 
primarily takes place at and around Shiro Emiyas house, which acts as their base location in the Holy Grail War* Outside of 
Shiros house, frequented locations include the Homurahara Gakuen high school and the Ryudoji Temple* Second series of 
the new Fate/Stay Night adaptation* 








































































Hello!! Kin'iro Mosaic (Hello!! Golden Mosaic 

/VP—! 

Studio Gokumi ♦ April 6 ♦ Tokyo MX 

www.kinmosaxom/ 

youtu.be/G5TdzZ8fRo 

Shinobu Omiya is a young girl who once stayed in England, where she met Alice Cartalet, enjoying the time spent with hen 
One day, Shinobu receives a letter from Alice saying she is coming to Japan, and surely enough she appears and joins her at 
her schooL Second season of Kin’iro Mosaic . 


Logicoma & Major Motolco Kusanagi 
(new body) — Kolcalcu ICidotai ARISE 



Kaito Joker 2 
(Mysterious Joker 2) 

UsSS/a-rt-2 

Shin-Ei Animation ♦ April 6 ♦ Tokyo MX 
s.mxtvjp/joker/ # 

There are no items that can not be stolen by Joker, The Mysterious Thief With his magic tricks, Joker goes around the 
world, stealing treasure! Special agents to the most sophisticated equipment have been deployed to subdue him. Is there 
anything can stop the exploits of The Mysterious Thief? Second season. 
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II 

Takamiya Nasuno Desu! 

®gfc3-©T*! 

Dax Production ♦ April 6 ♦ Tokyo MX 
www*te-kyu*com/ nasuno/ 

Spinoff of Tekyu* Centers on the daily life of Nasuno Takamiya, the exceedingly airheaded school tennis club member in 
Tekyu and her friends* 


Tekyu 4 

T —£&54 

Mappa ♦ April 6 ♦ Tokyo MX 
te-kyu*com/ 

The TV anime series Tekyu! is based on Roots and Piyo’s gag comedy manga about a girls tennis team* Fourth season* 

* ^ 
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Mikagura Gakuen Kumikyoku (Mikagura School Suite) 

Dogakobo ♦ April 7 ♦ AT-X 
mikagura-gakuenxom 
youtu*be/v-x_ylN2nDo 

Eruna Ichinomiya enters the Mikagura Academy dreaming of a boarding school life filled with beauty* She finds out that 
in the culture clubs, there is a rule that battles that are fought with special powers decide a club representative s treatment* 
Through various circumstances, Eruna becomes a representative of a club and is thrown into the fray* 


Gintama' (2015) 

mm 

Sunrise ♦ April 8 ♦ TV Tokyo 
www*sunrise-inc*co*jp/gintama/ 

Continuation of the Gintama seers* The samurai don’t stand a chance* First, the aliens invaded Japan* Next, they took all the 
jobs* And then they confiscated everyone's swords* So what does a hot-headed former samurai like Sakata “Gin” Gintaki do 
to make ends meet? Take any odd job that comes his way, even if it means losing his dignity* 


Hibike! Euphonium Kitauji Koko Suisogaku-bu e Yokoso 

(Sound! Euphonium Welcome to Kitauji High School's Musical Instrument Club) 
nit! D.--?x-7h 

Kyoto Animation * April 8 ♦ Tokyo MX 
anime-euphoxom/ ♦ youtu*be/mmG8gve8qKc 

The Kitauji high school wind instrument club had at one time participated in national tournaments and was a champion 
school, but after the club s adviser changed, they have not been able to even participate in the qualifying tournament* Under 
the strict leadership of Taki, a substitute for Ms* Rikako, they steadily build up their strength* 








































































Takeo Goda is a giant guy with a giant heart* Too bad the girls don't want him! They want his good-looking best friend, 
Sunakawa* Used to being on the sidelines, Takeo simply stands tall and accepts his fate* But one day when he saves a girl 
named Yamato from a harasser on the train, his life suddenly takes an incredible turn! 


Triage X 

Xebec ♦ April 8 ♦ Tokyo MX 

triagex-anime*jp/ 

youtu*be/bBOXFfJUFRk 

Mochizuki General Hospital boasts some of the most well-trained (and well-endowed) nurses in town* Arashi is the newest 
member of a secret squad of assassins apparently working for a hospital* The group follows the head doctor s triage to 
eliminate those who need to be excised* 


Mikoto Kiba & 
Sayo Hitsugi — 
Triage X 
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Hokago no Pleiades 
(Wish Upon the Pleiades) 

Gainax ♦ April 9 ♦ ABC-TV 
sbr-gx,jp/ 

Subaru is a young girl who discovers that her best friend Aoi is part of magical group trying to gather engine fragments so 
that a little being from Pleiades can return to his home, Subaru considers joining them as she was chosen by the Pleiadian, 
president of this afterschool club. 



Etotama: Eto Tamashii 

Shirogumi ♦ April 9 ♦ Tokyo MX 

etotamaxom 

youtu,be/C3RtteSP0uE 

Nya-tan, a cat of Chinese astrology, wants to become a member of the Chinese zodiac, Nya-tan is simple and suffers from 
memory loss and tries various foolish ways to become a member. She meets Takeru Tendo, a high school student who lives 
alone in Akihabara and becomes a freeloader at his house. 



Punchline 

Mappa ♦ April 9 ♦ Fiji TV 
www,punchline,jp/ 
youtu,be/ aXF-anpI AhQ 

The series follows Yuta Iritatsu, whose spirit has been separated from his body. 



Nisekoi 2 (False Love 2) 

“telK 2 

Shaft , April 10 , Tokyo MX 
www,nisekoi,jp/ 

As a child, Raku Ichijo made a secret promise with his childhood sweetheart, keeping a pendant as a memento while his love took 
the key. He dreams of one day meeting his past love, but years later, reality smashes his hopes when Chitoge Kirisaki accidentally 
knees him in the face. Though Rakus a normal high schooler, his family heads the notorious yakuza,,,ShueFGumi! He's forced 
into a relationship with Chitoge, the daughter of a rival gangs boss! Kosaik’s sister is introduced. Second season of Nisekoi , 


TT" 



Urawa no Usagi-chan 

mnvmisvh, 

A-Real ♦ April 10 ♦ TVS 
urawa-usagixom 

An original anime to advertise Urawa City in Saitama, Japan, The project features eight anthropomorphic girls representing 
the stations in the prefecture which have “Urawa" with their names. 
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Grisaia no Meikyu (Le Labyrinthe De La Grisaia) 

8bit ♦ April 12 ♦ AT-X 

www.grisaia-anime.com/ ♦ youtu.be/6Kr-UVVFy7g 

Grisaia no Meikyu is the sequel to the Frontwing title Grisaia No Kajitsu. Declining to follow any ending, it instead follows a 
path not explored in the game in which Yuji solved everyone's problems, but does not appear to have romantically committed 
himself The beginning of the story establishes that he is unexpectedly attempting to gain a promotion, a detail of little 
apparent importance given that it is mostly an excuse to examine Yuji s backstory. 


Yamada-kun to 7-nin no Majo (Yamada-kun and the Seven Witches) 

LIDEN FILMS ♦ April 12 ♦ Tokyo MX 

www.yamajo-anime.com/ 

youtu.be/l_n_k5nNA3A 

Yamada, the high schools worst problem child, bumps into the beautiful honor student Shiraishi on the stairs. Their lips 
touch as they fall. When they regained their senses, they realize that they have swapped bodies. As time progresses, the two 
realize that this is not the only mysterious happening in the school. 


Grisaia no Rakuen (Le Eden De La Grisaia) 

8bit ♦ April 19 ♦ AT-X 

www.grisaia-anime.com/ ♦ youtu.be/o7eq3Z_g3JE 

Our story picks up immediately after the events of Grisaia no Meikyu , with Yuji Kazami having been detained for suspected 
involvement with an international terrorist organization, lead by Fleath Oslo, that has managed to enter Japans borders 
with a devastating new weapon of mass destruction in hand. Meanwhile, at Mihama Academy, the remaining students find 
themselves with time running out-due to financial issues, the school is set to close within the month. 


Sidonia no Kishi: Daikyu Wakusei Seneki (Knights of Sidonia: War of the Ninth Planet) 

'>h-7®IS± IgASSSSS 

Polygon Pictures ♦ April 11 ♦ MBS 
www.knightsofsidonia.com/ ♦ youtu.be/DiZJkYg4nlE 

A thousand years after humans flee from Earth, which was destroyed by shapeshifting gigantic alien monsters called Gauna, 
massive spaceships were created from the remains of the planet. One of the ships is Sidonia, human culture developed closely 
based on that of Japan. The story follows the exploits of Nagate Tanikaze, who lived in the underground layer of Sidonia 
since birth and raised by his grandfather. Second season of Sidonia no Kishu 

































Playing catch-up on something is never fun, unless the thing we are talk¬ 
ing about just so happens to be an anime. I have finally watched Akame 
ga Kill!, the newest anime everyone saw fit to go completely bonkers 


over. However, is the anime as good as everyone says? Or was this simply 
another anime that was hyped up for shallow reasons while the core of it 


actually lacked substance? 


tlus Ai 


but? 


Tatsumi and his two friends (Sayo and leyasu) heaa towards the capital, 
their aim is to make enough money to kee|£ their poverty stricken vil- 

lage from going poor. However, things * 
take a turn for the worse as both of 
Tatsumi’s friends are killed by the sa¬ 
distic people that live there, learning 
him the harsh lesson that sometimes 
people can be more frightening than 
even A-ranked danger beasts. 


Not long after avenging his friends’ 
murders, Tatsumi is persuaded to join 
Night Raid, a group that is part of the 
Revolutionary Army Resistance. He is 


now learning the ways of an assassin in 
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HP 


order to free the capital of its corrupted government core 


to ensure the fate that happened to his friends befalls no one 


else. Blood shed, tragedy and plot twists await! 


organization that controls the country through means of a 
coup d’etat. 

The flow of this anime is actually not too bad, but there are 
times where things seem to progress a bit more slowly than 
they should. Episodes in general feel as if they serve some 
sort of purpose and are preparing us for something down 
the line that will be pivotal to the overall plot of the series. 
Do not get me wrong, I feel like some missions they under¬ 
take are merely for the sake of character development while 
not being intricate to the plot directly, but will come into 
place at a later date for dramatic effect whilst accelerating 
the events of the current story arc (such as Tatsumi’s open¬ 
ing training missions with each of the individual members of 
Night Raid). The pacing is enough to keep you interested and 
the anticipation of what is going to come next help smooth 
over some of the rougher areas that will come to be appre¬ 
ciated later. With that being said, there are rough patches, 
primarily episodes that do not involve direct confrontation 
with our combatants (too much talking, not enough killing), 
which is the highlight of the whole show. As I said, it will be 
necessary for you to see that bond taking place for later. 


stom £j Plot l impressions 

Plot twist inbound. Akame ga Kill! is pretty straight forward 
in telling about what the main character wants to do from 
episode one—to help out his poverty stricken village with 
the aid of both of his friends. A rather simple goal of joining 
the Capital Army is turned on its head by the end of episode 
one during a daring plot twist, opening up the true path of 
this series and revealing how corrupt the core of the coun¬ 
try’s monarchy is. You can say the main theme of the entire 
show is attempting to right the wrong-doings of the corrupt 



The plot is pushed along by each side—The Capital and The 
Revolutionary Army—having its objectives and by utilizing 
high-level operatives (assassins who use Imperial Arms) to 
help see them through. These individuals and their goals 
seem to align enough with their respective sides’ motives 
for them to continue along the path tasked of them, which 
is the most important piece of the entire development of 
the plot. However, it is bad that we are waiting to see what 
happens with the characters more than what will actually 
happen to the country itself, even during the final episodes 
of the anime. I would have actually liked to see the heads 









of the Revolutionary Army resistance and more concern for 
what the country has become in order to feel like a rebel¬ 
lion was needed. I still feel, even having watched the entire 
show, that taking out some individuals and simply changing 
the King’s perspective would have been enough to avoid a 
full frontal war and achieve the same goals. 


have had their last episode as this series does not play favor¬ 
ites to anyone. With that being said, you will come to learn 
a lot about everyone—including the enemies—though you 
never really come to learn much about the main antagonist, 
which is probably why they are judged as a “true evil” villain. 



In conclusion, the whole plot is very typical of what hap¬ 
pens during a revolution. The people feel oppressed and 
want change, they form a force that stands up to the tyranny 
of the government in an attempt to establish a new order 
where everything is fair. A new government with the peo¬ 
ple’s needs taking the forefront without ulterior motives is 
the ultimate goal of the resistance. This ideal is executed 
decently enough to get the gist, but it could have been a lot 
better. We often see the forces of The Capital without much 
in way of the Revolutionary Army until the near ending epi¬ 
sodes of the series. On top of that, in earlier episodes. Night 
Raid also acted as a mercenary group that takes money from 
citizens in order to correct wrongs that have been done to 
them and to purge their upcoming new rule from tyrants 
when they should have been happy to do this without pay¬ 
ment. I feel like most people were doing it for themselves 
in the end and not necessarily for the good of the people, 
making it feel as though the plot takes a back seat to the 
actual character development. So, 
while I understand what they were 
going for, they could have did so 
better. 


Most characters within this series are merely fighting for 
their own cause They do not really have a side that is purely 
good or evil because that depends upon perspective. This 


c^tv^tral &s>dtatV\ 


Character 
x>eveU>pi^iA,t 
<§ \\M^rts>s>io\A,s> 


This is one of the few anime that are unforgiving 
with its characters, the most recent in my mem¬ 
ory being Shingeki no Kyojin. Akame ga Kill! 
does not hold back with the killing of any 
and everyone, so the best advice that I can 
give you is the one piece that was given to 
me, “Do not grow attached to anyone!” I 
mean it, you will never know who might 













anime series does a really good job of showcasing the hu¬ 
man side to characters that can kill without a moment’s no¬ 
tice by showing that they are only doing what they feel is 
right. Looking back at real life, countries participating in 
holy wars and even involvement of some countries conflicts 
deals with who we believe to be right or wrong. Obviously 
people who are participating on either belief are right and 
have a just cause. So what determines who is right or wrong? 
Who wins and claims the right to record history as its victor? 
I feel like we even have a character which completely em¬ 
bodies that—only the strong will live in the end. 


In the end, we know that there is an absolute evil and an ab¬ 
solute good in the way the characters are dictated; and this 
is why we are able to come to terms with how the anime ac¬ 
tually ends. However, you do wonder if some of the deaths 
were necessary if the enemies of the obvious heroes knew 
what was going on being closed doors of their own cause... 
but I suppose we can attribute that to either side. One has to 
wonder if the oblivious nature of some individuals lead them 
to be fighting for or against their current objectives. 

M usee LL« lA^eo us 


The back stories they give out for each of the characters 
only enforce the fact that they are not entirely evil for what 
they do, but the act of actually committing murder shows 
that they are not completely innocent either. Most back sto¬ 
ries are actually well done and show people from different 
walks of life fighting for the cause they think will aid others, 
but in the end, it is also merely for themselves. I guess it also 
shows a more authentic human side which is that, while we 
may do things for the benefit of others, we do things for our 
benefit first and foremost. 


By my trying desperately to analyze the plot and the char¬ 
acters, I did not really tell you about a couple of things that 
I feel would fit better in a section away from those two. The 
two main things I want to focus on are the fights and the use 
of other genre elements to ease some of the tension found 
within this anime. 

Fights are pretty good, while you have to ask yourself about 
how some enemies have guns in the era in which Akame 
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ga Kill takes place, you would also have to question other 
things about the universe (such as demons, enormous mon¬ 
sters, etc.). While some fights are a pure test of skill and 
are nail biters, some are done with trickery and scheming 
to make the best of a bad situation. Finally, some are done 
with incredibly outlandish weaponry and technique that you 
do not know what will happen next (the end of the anime 
especially). The main attraction of this series is actually the 
battles that occur between assassins—the fact that it is so 
good proves why everything else in the series can be seen 
in a better light. 

Besides the incredibly good fights, Akame ga Kill! offers 
bits and pieces of other anime genres that are specifically 
used for comedic effect. While not used in a lot of instances, 
we see bits and pieces of a slice-of-life and ecchi comedy 
varieties. I guess the manga-ka, as well as the animators, re¬ 
alized that this anime can be a lot to take in. They offer us 
tidbits of laughter and humor to keep the series from feel¬ 
ing darker than it already is. I applaud them for this merely 
because it fits so well within the theme of the series—even 
setting up a recurring event for one of the main characters 
that turns into sadness later. Classic. 

(B<mM DJte □ SpirDmig 2®1I§ 
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Akame ga Kill! proved to be one of the most entertaining 
anime that I watched in 2014, you never know what was go¬ 
ing to happen next and feared for every character that you 
have held dear. While I believe the ending of the anime suf¬ 
fered an unnecessary loss for dramatic effect, most other 
things were done in a fashion that kept fans on the edge of 
their seat. 

I liked how—even done to the last horrible detail—we saw 
what happens when a rebellion happens. We got to see those 
of the revolutionary army rise up in arms against a tyrant 
government, while watching what happens when a monar¬ 
chy tries to suppress a coup. We get to follow along the ride 
of a group that is directly affected by this struggle and put 
their lives on the line for a tomorrow they can believe in. 

I recommend this anime if you can stand the gore, heart 
break, and ruthlessness this anime brings. Do not get at¬ 
tached to any character, any episode could wind up being 
their last...good or evil. Thanks for reading my review for 
Akame ga Kill! ❖ Rok the Reaper 
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Kodansha Comics 

May 19 

Not Actual Cover 

ZJP 

/B! 

_ 

Sword Art Online: 
Girls' Ops, Vol. 1 

Refei Kawahara, 

Neko Nekobyo 

Yen Press 

May 19 

s 

Ubel Blatt, Vol. 2 

Etoroji Shiono 

Yen Press 

May 19 



Gangsta., Vol. 6 

Koske * 

VIZ Media, LLC* 

May 19 


Kagerou Daze, 

Vol. 1 

Jin, 

Yen On 

May 19 

-A 

Fd V , 

No Matter How 

1 Look at It, It’s 

You Guys' Fault 

I'm Not Popular!, 
Vol. 7 

Nico Tanigawa 

Yen Press 

May 19 

§§ 

Terra Formars, 

Vol. 6 

Yn Sasuga, 

Kenichi Tachihana 

VIZ Media, LLC* 

May 19 

|ij 

Uminelco WHEN 

THEY CRY 

Episode 5: End of 
the Golden Witch, 
Vol. 1 

Ryukishi07, Akitaka 

Yen Press 

May 19 
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mature audiences 




A Silent Voice, 
Vol. 1 

Yoshitoki Oima 
Kodansha Comics 
May 26 


Alice in the 
Country of Clover: 
Twin Lovers 

QuinRose, Kei Shichiri 
Seven Seas 
Entertainment 
Mav26 


Asami Lilith & 
Yui Kurata — 
Trinity Seven 


Until Death Do Us 
Part, Vol. 9 

Hiroshi Takashige, 
DOUBLE'S 
Yen Press 
May 19 


Drug and Drop, 
Vol. 2 

Clamp 

Dark Horse Books 
May 26 


Fairy Tail, Vol. 48 

Hiro Mashima 
Kodansha Comics 
May 26 

Not Actual Cover 


Furari 

Jiro Taniguchi 
Ponent Mon S-L* 
May 28 


Ajin: Demi-Human, 
Vol. 5 

Gamon Sakurai 

Vertical, Inc* 

June 2 

Not Actual Cover 























































Assassination 
Classroom, Vol. 4 

Yusei Matsui 

VIZ Media, LLC. 

June 2 


Eden, Vol. 1 

Bash 

Gen Manga 
Entertainment 
June 2 


Kimi ni Todoke: 
From Me to You, 
Vol. 21 

Karuho Shiina 
VIZ Media, LLC. 
June 2 


Seraph of the 
End, Vol. 5 

Takaya Kagami, 
Yamato Yamamoto 
VIZ Media, LLC. 
June 2 


Wandering Son, 
Vol. 8 

Shimura Takako 
Fantagraphics 
June 7 



Bp§ 

Blue Exorcist, 

Vol. 13 

Kazue Kato 

VIZ Media, LLC. 

June 2 

— d 


Food Wars!, Vol. 6 

Ywto Tsukudo, Shun SAEKI 
VIZ Media, LLC. 

June 2 


Naruto, Vol. 70 

Masashi Kishimoto 

VIZ Media, LLC. 

June 2 

i 

Torilco, Vol. 28 

Mitsutoshi Shimahukuro 

VIZ Media, LLC. 

June 2 


Border, Vol. 5* 

Kazuma Kodaka 

Digital Manga Publishing 
June 9 



story art ait by 

Crrcfirro Ocfa 


Yofeejftve t# 


Dragon Ball (3-in-1 
Edition), Vol. 9 

Akira Toriyama 
VIZ Media, LLC. 

June 2 


Kamisama Kiss, 
Vol. 18 

Julietta Suzuki 
VIZ Media, LLC. 
June 2 


fATER SEVEN— 

'UK 


One Piece: Water 
Seven 34-35-36, 
Vol. 12 (Omnibus 
Edition) 

Eiichiro Oda 
VIZ Media, LLC. 

June 2 


Voice Over!: Seiyu 
Academy, Vol. 11 

Mafei Minami 
VIZ Media, LLC. 

June 2 


Captain Ken, 

Vol. 2 

Osamu Tezuka 

Digital Manga Publishing 
June 9 
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D-Frag!, Vol. 5 

Tomoya Haruno 
Seven Seas 
Entertainment 
June 9 


Say I Love You, 
Vol. 8 

Kanae Hazuki 
Kodansha Comics 
June 9 

Not Actual Cover 


Aquarion Evol, 
Vol. 2 

Sboji Kawamori, Aogiri 
One Peace Books 
June 16 


Haganai: I Don't 
Have Many 
Friends, Vol. 11 

Yomi Hirasaka, Itachi 
Seven Seas 
Entertainment 
June 16 

Not Actual Cover 


New Lone Wolf 
and Cub, Vol. 5 

Kazuo Koike, Hideki Mori 
Dark Horse Manga 
June 16 



Girls Und Panzer, 
Vol. 4 

Girls Und Panzer Projekt, 
Ryoichi Saitaniya 
Seven Seas 
Entertainment 
June 9 

Not Actual Cover 



< 1 . 
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Starting with a 
Kiss, Vol. 3 f 

Yoka Nitta 

SuBLime 
June 9 



Dogs: Bullets & 
Carnage, Vol. 10 

Shiro Miwa 
VIZ Media, LLC 
June 16 



Master Keaton 
Vol. 3 

Naoki Urasawa, 
Takashi Nagasaki 
VIZ Media, LLC. 
June 16 



Servamp, Vol. 2 

Strike Tanaka 
Seven Seas 
Entertainment 
June 16 





Magi: The 
Labyrinth of 
Magic, Vol. 12 

Shinobu Otaka 
VIZ Media, LLC. 
June 9 

Not Actual Cover 


The World s 
Greatest First 
Love, Vol. 2* 

Shungiku Nakamura 

SuBLime 
June 9 


Fragments of 
Horror 

Junji ltd 

VIZ Media, LLC. 
June 16 

Not Actual Cover 


Mobile Suit 
Gundam: The 
ORIGIN, Vol. 10 

Yoshikazu Yasuhiko 
Vertical, Inc. 

June 16 

Not Actual Cover 


xxxHOLiC 
Omnibus 6 

Clamp 

Kodansha Comics 
June 16 

























































































MyOTHERMe 

a film about cosplayers 


"It's a heart warming and beautiful Film 
that mahes you want to discover your 
Other Me." 


v m? (Sr 


- Jen and Sylvia Sosha 

Directors of "American Mary 



Now available on wiTunes and hulu 
and DVDs available at myotherme.ca 

a 


www.myotherme.ca 


www.highdeaFproductions.com 
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medieval landscape so endearing? Most importantly, why do we come for the econom- 
ring commentary on the series, with specifically se^Slone in mind, V 

as we look back on some of the more interesting te- 


m§m 


Will cover tnese issues an< 
nets of the series. So sit back, relax and if you pay attention you just might learn how to 
save a trenni or two on vou r-nexti i iurieha se at your local market! 


iVii 


actually 


— 


► 


arrfnra (ap(7) Trgiifg^ 


notably Baccano! which won the Golden prize back in 2002. If you are wondering who 
beat Spice and Wolf that year it was the novel Orusu Banshee by Masatake Ogawa. Yeah, 
never heard of either, but we digress. The animated series was directed by Takeo Taka- 
hashi, who would also go on to direct season two and the Spice and Wolf clone, Maoyu 
Mao Yusha. Other notable direction and involvement includes Rozen Maiden (director). 
Love Hina (animation) and Outbreak Company ( Storyboard). The animation was handled 
by IMAGIN which, other than the series at hand, has not handled anything noteworthy. 


r 

I Okamito Koshinryo 
(Spice and Wolf) 

TV • Season 1 • January 9-March 26,2008 
TV • Season 2 • July 9- September 23,2009 
Imagin • Funimation 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spice_and_Wolf 

www.spicy-wolf.com 

www.funimation.com/shows/spice-and- 
wolf/home 

Director: Takahashi, Takeo 
Writer: Arakawa, Naruhisa 
Music: Yoshino, Yuji 

Cast: 

Holo = Koshimizu, Ami 
Kraft Lawrence = Fukuyama, Jun 


So right from the get go, we see that Spice and Wolf was somewhat of a journey into the 
unknown with the production of the series coming from a studio and director which had 
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The initial premise of the series isn’t too complicated and follows a model familiar to us 



all. Boy meets girl, the two characters adventure together, they traverse difficult con¬ 
flicts and finally begin to fall for one another. The premise is well known and has been 
used countless times and in numerous ways. However, the means which Spice & Wolf uses 
to reach its ends are what set its version of the classic formula apart. In the following sec 
tion, we will overview the plot, setting and world of the series, or more specifically what 
makes it so effective and unique. 




































Firstly, let’s take a look at the world of Spice and Wolf and militaristic ventures in the north, both past and present. I 
why it is an effective setting. The world in which Flolo and would find it hard to believe that our author, Isuna Flaseku- 
Lawrence live in is important because it does not simply act ra, did not have the medieval landscape of Livonia in mind 
as the background torthe story, but also has an active in role when modelling the world of Spice and Wolf, with a mix of 
in the plot. Flowever^efore we discuss its role we have to Christian and pagan cultures pushing and pulling against 
first identify th^whe^\what and when of tjie setting. Tlfe^one another, 
series takes plat^^^pictional late [medieval world 

heavy European f ijnffigenres^Like medieval Europe, the world\^peaking of Christianity, the Church is the first part of the 
of Spice and Wo/^^fcplitliffio kingdoms, duchies and small- world of series’ setting which has an active role within the 
er political bodie^RKjrj^^fie nation of Trenni .(which has story!ifeis important to note that the Church in Spice and 
a coin in its name) and the nlftKm of Plaonia in which most Wolf is never referred to by its religious denomination, but 
of season one takes place. otffeEtaotablo comparisons are rather as\he institution. This is probably as to not envision 
the pagan nortli, Holo’s home, which is t^)th feared and mis- any one specific faith, but still has consequences which will 
understood. In between the pagan north and (the lower na- be discussal below. The fear of being discovered by the 
tions, we can/frnd tne city of Ruvenheigen^^ctjTia^^yery Church is an active influence in both Lawrence and Flolo’s 
religious culture and is often the startinglBoliiTafoilmanv decision makin^thmughout the story. If Flolo were to be 
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Another important factor about the overall story of Spice 
and Wolf is its pacing. Pacing is always a point of contention 


ment stands true for the first season. TheL- 

well begin with the famous Holo the wise wolf. Holo is a spe 
cial character, there is no doubting that statement. In fact, 
she is one of the few faces known universally throughout 
the anime community and is so popular that she has made 
cameo appearances in other series (see Durarara!! Ep.1), but 
who is she exactly? Should we view Holo as a pagan god? A 
wolf? A furry? Or probably as she wants to treated, like.a 
normal person. 


5* *4pS& fa #jkgi* 


when it comes to either praising or criticizing a series. In the 
case of Spice and Wolf, the pacing is slow, steady, consistent 
with well placed (more action oriented or dramatic) scenes 
in between. However, the slow pacing allows the series to en¬ 
gage in what it’s good at, dialogue and world building. In or¬ 
der to build on Lawrence and Holo’s relationship, the series 
chooses to rely on dialogue more than action. As a result, we 
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stood, neglected ana isolated. The villa 
bountiful harvest every year, criticized Holo when poor re¬ 
sults came about every odd year. This occurred when Holo 
needed to let the soil rest and generate nutrients for the 
next crop; however the villagers were naive of this process 
and therefore took out their displeasure on her name. Fur- 
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ther disregard of her dedication to the village was increased 
with the introduction of new agricultural techniques which 
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made Holo’s role nearly obsolete (as explained in the series) 
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greatly from their urban counterparts. To watch a flock of 
iheep is no easy task! It is because they found themselves 
on the outside looking in, that many viewed them as strange 
and heretical, simply because they did not conform to the 
societal norm. Nora is always seen as a strange girl, who 
commands pagan spells to keep her flock safe from rabid 
wolves, who apparently no one else can deal with. In medi¬ 
eval lore, the devil was always seen as leading God’s flock 
astray. The symbolism of Nora’s position in the story is pain¬ 
fully obvious. Therefore, her role in juxtaposition to the 
rules and lore of the world (see section about the Church) of 
Spice and Wolf simply adds to the depth of the story. Isuna 
Hasekura knew very well what he was doing when he made 
Noi^gfshepherdess. 

This also applies to her role as the intruder into the “love tri¬ 
angle” of thelsecond half of season one. In western literary 


and does a good job portraying a medieval world. However, 
if we compare Spice and Wolf with other series at the time 
in terms of animation quality we see that there is much to 
be desired. If we take a look at some notable surrounding 
releases such as Gurren Lagann (2007), the aforementioned 
Baccano! (2007), Soul Eater (2008) or the superbly animated 
Kara no Kyokai (2007-2009), Spice and Wolf does not stand 
out in terms of animation. Rather, it appears to stick to what 
the average standard was between 2007 and 2009. 
say that the animation is bad, but it does little to stand out 
for the time. 

The musical score on the other hand, manages to capture 
the essence of the era and bring it to life in the series. With 
an interesting mix of pieces to cover many different situa¬ 
tions the soundtrack plays an important role in the viewer’s 
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Sakuma, Ryuichi 
Gravitation 




Cyborg 007/Great Britain 
Cyborg 009 




Yoshida, Haru 
Tonari no Kaibutsu-kun 




4 


Buzam A* Calessa 
Vandread 

Shitenno, Uzuki 
Happy Lesson 

5 

Kamikita, Komari 
Little Buster! 



"7 

Jean Kirstein 
Shingeki no Kyojin 

Kobayakawa, Miyuki 
Taiho Shichauzo 

B 

Panda-kun 
Tottoko Hamutaro 

m 

Ishida, Yamato 
Digimon Adventure 

ia 

Van Slanzar de Fanel 
Tenku no Escaflotvne 

13 

Apple 

Akai Kodan Zillion 



15 

Crowley Hamon 
Kido Senshi Gundam 

I 

£ 

IB 

Tia Noto Yoko 

Bastard! 

1 


Kitagawa, Jun 
Kanon 

§ 

19 

Michelle K* Davis 

Terra Eormars 

so 

Otsubo, Taisuke 

J Kuroho no Basuke 


si 


Kagurazaka Asuna 

J Maho Sensei Negima! 



_ aa 

Otsuka, Mai 
School Rumble 

83 

Aaroniero Arruruerie 
Bleach 

84 

Miyao, Miya 
THE iDOLM@STER: 
Million Live! 

8*7 

Hyodo, Satsuki 
Kaicho wa Maid-sama! 

aa 

Ayatsuji, Yukari 
Amagami 

Hazama 

BlazBlue 



Art by Duffyknight2005 
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Ashiya, Mizuki 
Hanazakari no Kimitachi E 

$ 

3 

Tifa Lockhart 

Final Fantasy VII 


4 

Orihara, Izaya 
Durarara!! 


5 

Carl Clover 

Blazblue 


5 

kC 

Morinozuka, Takashi 
Oran Koko Host Club 


7 

Clark Steel 

King of Fighters 



3 

Kirijo, Mitsuru 

Shiw Megami Tensei: 
Persona 3 

# 

9 

Totsuka, Saika 
Yahari Ore no Seishun 
Lovecome wa Machigatteiru 

ft. il/M 

no 

Miyazaki, Nodoka 
Maho Sensei Negima! 

Oyamada, Masami 
Someday s Dreamer 



n 


Kaido, Kaoru 

WvWrl* 

Tennis no Oujisama 


12 

n'v. ^ 

Jinnai, Nanami 

' wL 

Shinpi no Sekai El Hazard 



_ *15 

Shapiro Keats 
Choju Kishin Dancougar 

*IB 

Amy 

Zillion 

*17 

Pai Chan 
Virtua Fighter 5 

*ib" ~ 

Fiashida, Itaru 
Steins;Gate 

Kashiwazaki, Sena 
Boku wa Tomodachi ga 
Sukunai 

a*i 

Fueguchi, Hinami 
Tokyo Kushu 


ESI 

24 

Albetro Nal Eiji Asuka 
Aoki Ryusei SPT Layzner 


25 

Ayukawa, Madoka 
Kimagure Orange Road 

11 

27 

Ogino, Kuniharu 
Cuticle Tantei Inaba 

[0 

SB 

Ichijo, Hotaru 

Non Non Biyori 


30 

Seiya, Ko/Sailor Star 
Fighter 

Bishojo Senshi Sailor Moon 

n 

31 

Nadia 

Fushigi no Umi no Nadia 


June 




n 

Ayase, Chihaya 
Chihayafuru 

3 

Hinamori, Momo 
Bleach 

Matsuura, Yu 
Marmalade Boy 

S 

Rokumatsuri, Minazuki 
Happy Lesson 

Sally Ford 
Macross 7 

7 

Dobashi, Rika 
Hatsukoi Limited 



2 

Wf 

15 

Mitsurugi 

Soul Calibur 5 


Sylvia van Hossen 

Princess Lover! 

0 

9 


16 

Agake, Mondo 

Kidd Senshi Gundam ZZ 1 


Marco Bott 

Shingeki no Kyojin 


Tojo, Nozomi 

Love Live! 

School Idol Project 


17 

Kaji, Ryoji 

Shin Seiki Evangelion 



jt 

- 

io 

15 

Kiyoshi, Teppei 

Shippo 

InuYasha 


Kuroko no Basuke 


12 

15 

Hasebe, Aya 

Misty Cornwell 
Vandread 

Tachibana, Maria 

Sakura Taisen 


Comic Party 

Nomi Kudryavka 
Little Busters! 

#4 



Hanako 

Gintama 



S4 



Cancer Deathmask 
Saint Seiya 


56 




Spike Spiegel 
Cowboy Bebop 

Yamigumo, Nami 
Silent Mobius 


30 


Merle 

Tenku no Escaflowne 

Tsukino, Chibiusa 
iBishojo Senshi Sailor Moon 
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Kogami, Shin'ya 

tlH*J 

PsychoTass 



2 

Archer 

Fate/Zero 


5 

Emiya, Shiro 

«s ±6u 

Fate/stay night: 
Unlimited Blade 
Works 

8 

Producer 

THE iDOLM@STER 

CINDERELLA 

GIRLS 



3 

Kirigaya, Kazuto 

IDA 

Sword Art Online 


6 

Araragi, Koyomi 

H 

Monogatari Series 


9 

KujdjJdtard 

££ PcAEB 

JoJo no Kimyo 
na Boken 



4 

Ginoza, Nobuchika 

ms& 

PsychoTass 


7 

Kaidzuka, Inaho 

nm pssw 

Aldnoah.Zero 


10 

Slaine Troyard 

7.U-r>* hP-f 
I 7 —K 

Aldnoah.Zero 
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Tsunemori, 

Akane 

Psycho-Pass 



2 

Saber Arturia 
Pendragon 

t-fyv-.jvuh'jp 7 - 

Fate/zero 

5 

Angelise Ikaruga 
Misurugi 

7>Vn}J—\i* 

Cross Ange: Tenshi to 
Ryu no Rondo 

8 

Sento, Isuzu 

^4 ivr-r 

Amagi Brilliant Park 
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Amami, Haruka 

THE 

iDOLM@STER 


3 

Tdsaka, Rin 

jits 

Unlimited 
Blade Works 


Ayanami, Rei 

u-r 

Shin Seiki Evangelion 



4 

Yuki, Asuna 

^ mam 

Sword Art Online 


7 

Oshino, Shinobu 
TQaI:? JQA 

Monogatari Series 


10 

Senjdgahara, Hitagi 

i im'rm z>tcg 

Monogatari Series 




































































































l tt: 


1/ ^ 


















press agiLgagg 

__ ®MNI 

Expn 


O mni Productions, LLC announces Riki Lecotey 
(“Riddle”) has been added to the roster of spe¬ 
cial guests who will be in attendance at OMNI 
EXPO, scheduled for the weekend of May 22-24, 2015, at 
the Rosen Centre Hotel in Orlando, Florida. 

Riki Lecotey (known as Riddle) was a main cast mem¬ 
bers on both seasons of Heroes of Cosplay , not only win¬ 
ning the most numbers of awards on there, but also cre¬ 
ating some of the most memorable costumes on both 


seasons. She also has appeared in two award winning docu¬ 
mentaries, 4 days at Dragoncon & Cosplay: Crafting a Secret 
Identity . 

Introduced to gaming and anime at an early age, it was 
only a matter of time before Riki LeCotey would find the 
best way to express her fandom: cosplay. According to Riki 
“each costume presents its own set of challenges, requiring 
me to learn new skills like trans-lation, sculpting, molding, 
casting and of course, sewing.” 



Photo by Benny Lee 






Riddle’s appearance is sponsored 
by Tabcat Productions ♦ Press 
release January 21, 201 5. 

































Visit www*omniexpo*com for more information* 


Photo hy Photographes Sans Frontieres 


Photo by AD LARue 




. 




Riddle transplanted from her igloo in Canada, moved to the 
United States and has been involved in costuming for over 14 
years* She is internationally recognized in the cosplay commu¬ 
nity for her ability to translate costumes and focus on crafts¬ 
manship* Shes been invited to conventions around the world t 
judge costume contests, host workshops and promote cosplay* 
She also has gotten the opportunity to work on a few films 
during that time* 

Also an avid cook, Riki is the creator of Cosplay for a Cause 
whose first project was a cosplay calendar that raised more thar 
$30,000 with 100% of the proceeds donated to the Japanese 
Red Cross tsunami disaster relief* Her favorite act of charity, 
however, is rescuing and rehabilitating baby squirrels* 
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March 24 

Armitage II: The Complete Saga 
(Anime Classics) 

FUNimation 

DVD ♦ $29 98 MSRP ♦ Re-release 

Bokurano: Complete Collection 

Discotek Media 

DVD ♦ $49 95 MSRP ♦ Sub 

Place to Place: Complete Collection 

Sentai Filmworks 

Blu-ray ♦ $59 98 MSRP ♦ Sub 

Pokemon - Black and White 
Adventures in Unova: Set 2 

Viz Media 

DVD ♦ $26 95 MSRP ♦ Dub 


School Rumble: Season 1 + OVA 
Collection (S*A*VE* Edition) 

FUNimation 

DVD ♦ $29 98 MSRP ♦ Repackage 

School Rumble: Season 2 Collection 
(S*A*VE* Edition) 

FUNimation 

DVD ♦ $29 98 MSRP ♦ Repackage 

Student Councils Discretion: 
Complete Collection 

Sentai Filmworks 

DVD ♦ $49 98 MSRP ♦ Sub 

Student Councils Discretion: 
Complete Collection 

Sentai Filmworks 

Blu-ray ♦ $59 98 MSRP ♦ Sub 


March 25 

Fate/stay night [Unlimited Blade 
Works] Blu-ray Box 1 

Aniplex of America 

Blu-ray ♦ $498 98 MSRP ♦ Sub Import 

March 31 

Chis Sweet Home (Season 1): 
Complete Collection 

Discotek Media 

DVD ♦ $44 95 MSRP ♦ Sub 

Gingitsune - Messenger Fox of the 
Gods: Complete Collection 

Sentai Filmworks 

DVD ♦ $49 98 MSRP ♦ Sub 



[mation pitsentec 




Mi koto Suo, Yakumo, Tsukamoto, 
Eri Sawachika, Tenma Tsukamoto 
& Akira Takano — School Rumble 


Gingitsune - Messenger Fox of the 
Gods: Complete Collection 

Sentai Filmworks 
Blu-ray ♦ $59 98 MSRP ♦ Sub 

Harlock: Space Pirate 

Ketchup Entertainment 
DVD ♦ $20 99 MSRP 

Lovely Complex: 

Complete Collection 

Discotek Media 

DVD ♦ $39 95 MSRP ♦ Sub Repackage 


Magi - The Kingdom of Magic: 
Complete DVD Set, Volume 1 

Aniplex of America 
DVD ♦ $79 98 MSRP 


Nisekoi - False Love, Volume 3 

Aniplex of America 
Blu-ray ♦ $64 98 MSRP ♦ Sub 

iuch as humanly possible and is subject to change without nojjj 
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Continued 






Outbreak Company* 
Complete Collection 

Sentai Filmworks 


♦hack//Legend of Twilight* 
Complete Collection 

FUNimation 


Durarara!! Complete Blu-ray Box Set 

Aniplex of America 
Blu-ray ♦ $159 98 MSRP 



Mami Tomoe, Sayaka Mild, Madoka Kaname, 
Kyoko Sakura & Homura Akemi — Puella Magi 
Madoka Magica: The Movie -RebelNon- 




DVD ♦ $59 98 MSRP 

Outbreak Company* 

Complete Collection 

Sentai Filmworks 
Blu-ray ♦ $69 98 MSRP 

Sankarea - Undying Love* 

Complete Collection 

FUNimation 

Blu-ray/DVD Combo ♦ $59 98 MSRP ♦ Uncut 


DVD ♦ $39 98 MSRP 

Black Butler* Season 1 Collection 
(Anime Classics) 

FUNimation 

Blu-ray/DVD Combo ♦ $49 98 MSRP 

Looking Up at the Half-Moon* 
Complete Collection 

TRSI/Lucky Penny 
DVD ♦ $29" MSRP ♦ Sub 


One Piece* Season 6 , Part 4 

FUNimation 

DVD ♦ $39 98 MSRP ♦ 

Puella Magi Madoka Magica 
the Movie -Rebellion- 

Aniplex of America 
DVD ♦ $39 98 MSRP 

Puella Magi Madoka Magica the 
Movie -Rebellion- 

Aniplex of America 
Blu-ray ♦ 

$49 98 MSRP 

























































































Puella Magi Madoka Magica 
the Movie -Rebellion- (LE) 

Aniplex of America 

Blu-ray/DVD Combo ♦ $79 98 MSRP 

She, The Ultimate Weapon: 
Complete Collection 

Sentai Filmworks 
DVD ♦ $39 98 MSRP 


The Rose of Versailles, Part 2 (Litebox) 

TRSI/Nozomi Entertainment 
DVD ♦ $39 99 MSRP ♦ Sub 


Tokyo Ravens, Part 1 

FUNimation 

Blu-ray/DVD Combo ♦ $64 98 MSRP 

Tokyo Ravens, Part 1 (LE) 

FUNimation 

Blu-ray/DVD Combo ♦ $69 98 MSRP 


April 10 

DENKI-GAI: Collectors' Edition 1 

PONYCAN USA 

Blu-ray/DVD Combo ♦ $89 98 MSRP ♦ Sub 

YUKIYUNA IS A HERO: 
Collector's Edition 1 

PONYCAN USA 

Blu-ray/DVD Combo ♦ $89 98 MSRP 


April 14 

DD Fist of the North Star: 
Complete Collection 

Sentai Filmworks 

DVD ♦ $49 98 MSRP ♦ Sub 


DD Fist of the North Star: 
Complete Collection 

Sentai Filmworks 

Blu-ray ♦ $59 98 MSRP ♦ Sub 


The information presented here 


Noir: Complete Collection 
(Anime Classics) 

FUNimation 
Blu-ray ♦ $49 98 MSRP 


The Pet Girl of Sakurasou: 
Complete Collection 

Sentai Filmworks 

DVD ♦ $69 98 MSRP ♦ Sub 


April 21 


-Hanamonogatari- Suruga Devil 
Blu-ray Set (LE) 

Aniplex of America 
Blu-ray ♦ $64 98 MSRP ♦ Sub 


Devil Survivor 2 - The Animation: 
Complete Collection 

Sentai Filmworks 
Blu-ray ♦ $69 98 MSRP 


Freezing Vibration: 

Complete Collection 

FUNimation 

Blu-ray/DVD Combo ♦ $64 98 MSRP 


Freezing Vibration: 

Complete Collection (LE) 

FUNimation 

Blu-ray/DVD Combo ♦ $69 98 MSRP 


The Pet Girl of Sakurasou: 
Complete Collection 

Sentai Filmworks 

Blu-ray ♦ $89 98 MSRP ♦ Sub 


Mashiro Shiina - The 
Pet Girl of Sakurasou 


Freezing Vibration: 
Complete Collection (LE) 

FUNimation 


Blu-ray/DVD Combo ♦ $84 98 MSRP ♦ FUNi 
Shop exclusive 
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Continued 




Hibito & Mutta Nanba — Space Brothers 



D-FRAG!: Complete Collection (LE) 

FUNimation 

Blu-ray/DVD Combo ♦ $69 98 MSRP 

FREE! Iwatobi Swim Club: Season 1 
Collection 

Crunchyroll/Discotek 
DVD ♦ $39 95 MSRP ♦ Sub 

Fushigi Yugi: Seasons 1 & 2 Collection 

Media Blasters 
DVD ♦ $69 98 MSRP 

Hayate the Combat Butler - Cant Take 
My Eyes Off You: Complete Collection 

Sentai Filmworks 

DVD ♦ $49 98 MSRP ♦ Sub 

Hayate the Combat Butler - Cant Take 
My Eyes Off You: Complete Collection 

Sentai Filmworks 

Blu-ray ♦ $59 98 MSRP ♦ Sub 


Unlimited Psychic Squad 
Complete Collection 

Sentai Filmworks 

Blu-ray ♦ $59 98 MSRP ♦ Sub 


April 24 


Mobile Suit Gundam The Origin 
VoL 1 (CE) 

Bandai Visual 

Blu-ray ♦ $99 98 MSRP ♦ Import 


April 28 

D-FRAG!: Complete Collection 

FUNimation 

Blu-ray/DVD Combo ♦ $64 98 MSRP 


Nobunaga the Fool: Collection 1 

Sentai Filmworks 
DVD ♦ $59 98 MSRP 




Naruto Shippuden: Set 22 

Viz Media 

DVD ♦ $44 82 MSRP 

One Piece: Collection 12 

FUNimation 
DVD ♦ $34 98 MSRP 

Space Brothers: Collection 2 

Sentai Filmworks 
DVD ♦ $49 98 MSRP ♦ Sub 

Space Brothers: Collection 2 

Sentai Filmworks 
Blu-ray ♦ $59 98 MSRP ♦ Sub 

the Garden of sinners: 
recalled out summer* 
Blu-ray Set (LE) 

Aniplex of America 
Blu-ray ♦ $79 98 MSRP ♦ Sub 

Unlimited Psychic Squad: 
Complete Collection 

Sentai Filmworks 
DVD ♦ $49 98 MSRP ♦ Sub 


KILL la KILL, Volume 5 

Aniplex of America 
DVD ♦ $39 98 MSRP 

KILL la KILL, Volume 5 

Aniplex of America 
Blu-ray ♦ $49 98 MSRP 

KILL la KILL, Volume 5 (LE) 

Aniplex of America 
Blu-ray/DVD Combo ♦ $74 98 MSRP 

Lupin the 3 rd : The Castle of Cagliostro 

Discotek Media 
Blu-ray ♦ $29 95 MSRP 




























































































Nobunaga the Fool* Collection 1 

Sentai Filmworks 
Blu-ray ♦ $69 98 MSRP 


The World God Only Knows: 
OVA Collection 

Sentai Filmworks 


Yakitate!! Japan, Part 2 

TRSI/Nozomi Entertainment 
DVD ♦ $49" MSRP ♦ Sub 



Saiyuki: Seasons 1 & 2 Collection 

AEsir Holdings 

DVD ♦ $49 98 MSRP ♦ Repackage 


Samurai Pizza Cats: 

Complete Collection 

Discotek Media 

DVD ♦ $49 95 MSRP ♦ Dub Re-release 


Samurai Troopers (TV): 
Complete Collection 

Discotek Media 

DVD ♦ $59" MSRP ♦ Sub 


World Conquest Zvezda Plot: 
Complete Collection 

Aniplex of America 
DVD ♦ $74 98 MSRP ♦ Sub 


May 5 


Patlabor the Movie 

Maiden Japan 
DVD ♦ $29 98 MSRP 


Patlabor the Movie 

Maiden Japan 
Blu-ray ♦ $39 98 MSRP 


Pokemon - Adventures in the Orange 
Islands: Complete Collection 

Viz Media 

DVD ♦ $26 95 MSRP ♦ Dub Re-release 


Solty Rei: Complete Collection 
(S*A*VE* Edition) 

FUNimation 

DVD ♦ $29 98 MSRP ♦ Repackage 


DVD ♦ $29 98 MSRP 

The World God Only Knows: 
OVA Collection 

Sentai Filmworks 
Blu-ray ♦ $39 98 MSRP 


Yu-Gi-Oh! Zexal: Season 1 Collection 

4K Media/Cinedigm 
DVD ♦ $44" MSRP ♦ Dub 

Makoto Tachibana, Nagisa Hazuki, 

Rei Ryugazaki, Haruka Nanase, Rin 
Matsuoka — FREE! Iwatobi Swim Club 




















{? mmm fig 


5PRIflO 2015 



May 10 

DENKI-GAI: Collectors' Edition 2 


Michiko & Hatchin: Complete 
Collection (S*A*VE* Edition) 

FUNimation 


Slam Dunk: Season 1 , Set 1 

Cinedigm 

DVD ♦ $19.93 MSRP 



PONYCAN USA 

Blu-ray/DVD Combo ♦ $89 98 MSRP ♦ Sub 

May 12 

Darker Than Black: Season 1 
Collection (Premium Edition) 

FUNimation 
Blu-ray ♦ $99 98 MSRP 

Darker Than Black: Season 2 + OVAs 
Collection (Anime Classics) 

FUNimation 

Blu-ray/DVD Combo ♦ $49 98 MSRP 

Digimon Tamers, Volume 2 

Toei Animation/Cinedigm 
DVD ♦ $19" MSRP - Dub 


DVD ♦ $34 98 MSRP 

Michiko & Hatchin: Complete 
Collection (S*A*V*E* Edition) 

FUNimation 
Blu-ray ♦ $39 98 MSRP 

Muv-Luv Alternative - 
Total Eclipse: Collection 2 

Sentai Filmworks 
DVD ♦ $59 98 MSRP 

Muv-Luv Alternative - 
Total Eclipse: Collection 2 

Sentai Filmworks 
Blu-ray ♦ $69 98 MSRP 


Vincent Lowell, Valerio Giacosa, Yuya 
Bridges, Yui Takamura, Stella Bremer 
— Muv-Luv Alternative: Total Eclipse 


Student Councils Discretion Level 2: 
Complete Collection 

Sentai Filmworks 

DVD ♦ $4998 MSRP ♦ Sub 


Student Councils Discretion Level 2: 
Complete Collection 

Sentai Filmworks 

Blu-ray ♦ $5998 MSRP ♦ Sub 


The Familiar of Zero - Rondo of 
Princesses: Complete Collection 

Sentai Filmworks 

DVD ♦ $4998 MSRP ♦ Sub 


The Familiar of Zero - Rondo of 
Princesses: Complete Collection 

Sentai Filmworks 

Blu-ray ♦ $59 98 MSRP ♦ Sub 


May 19 

♦hack//Roots: Complete Collection 

FUNimation 
DVD ♦ $39 98 MSRP 

Bubblegum Crisis - Tokyo 
2040: Complete Collection 
(Anime Classics) 

FUNimation 
DVD ♦ $39 98 MSRP ♦ 
Repackage 


Ninja Scroll: 

The Motion Picture 

Sentai Filmworks 
DVD ♦ $14 98 MSRP ♦ 
Repackage 





































































Ninja Scroll* The Motion Picture 

Sentai Filmworks 

Blu-ray ♦ $24 98 MSRP ♦ Repackage 

PUCHIM@S! Petit iDOLM@STER: 
Season 1 + OVAs Collection 

FUNimation 

DVD ♦ $19 98 MSRP ♦ Sub; 

FUNi//TRSI exclusive 

PUCHIM@S! Petit iDOLM@STER: 
Season 2 Collection 

FUNimation 

DVD ♦ $19 98 MSRP ♦ Sub; 

FUNi//TRSI exclusive 

May 26 

Magi - The Kingdom of Magic: 
Complete DVD Set, Volume 2 

Aniplex of America 
DVD ♦ $74 98 MSRP 

Nisekoi - False Love, Volume 4 

Aniplex of America 
Blu-ray ♦ $64 98 MSRP ♦ Sub 

Soni-Ani - SUPER SONICO THE 
ANIMATION: Complete Collection 

Sentai Filmworks 
DVD ♦ $59 98 MSRP 

Soni-Ani - SUPER SONICO THE 
ANIMATION: Complete Collection 

Sentai Filmworks 
Blu-ray ♦ $69 98 MSRP 

Yosuga no Sora - In Solitude Where We 
Are Least Alone: Complete Collection 

Media Blasters 

DVD ♦ $29 98 MSRP ♦ Sub 


June 2 

Haikyu!!: Collection 1 

Sentai Filmworks 

DVD ♦ $49 98 MSRP ♦ Sub 

Haikyu!!: Collection 1 

Sentai Filmworks 

Blu-ray ♦ $59 98 MSRP ♦ Sub 

Ranma %: Set 6 

Viz Media 

DVD ♦ $44 82 MSRP 

Ranma %: Set 6 (SE) 

Viz Media 

Blu-ray ♦ $54.97 MSRP 

June 9 

Knights of Sidonia: Season 1 Collection 

Sentai Filmworks 
DVD ♦ $59 98 MSRP 

Knights of Sidonia: Season 1 Collection 

Sentai Filmworks 
Blu-ray ♦ $69 98 MSRP 

Knights of Sidonia: Season 1 
Collection (CE) 

Sentai Filmworks 
Blu-ray/DVD Combo 
$99 98 MSRP 


Mardock Scramble: The Trilogy 

Sentai Filmworks 
DVD ♦ $39 98 MSRP 

Mardock Scramble: The Trilogy 

Sentai Filmworks 
Blu-ray ♦ $49 98 MSRP 


June 16 

Captain Earth: Collection 1 

Sentai Filmworks 

DVD ♦ $49 98 MSRP ♦ Sub 


Captain Earth: 
Collection 1 

Sentai Filmworks 
Blu-ray ♦ $59 98 
MSRP ♦ Sub 
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DAISO 

JAPAN 



This week's Troddling in Wonderland, I found myself going to Daiso Japan in the City of Hacienda Heights [Califor¬ 
nia]. Daiso is basically the Japanese version of Dollar Tree or 99 Cent Stores, although the prices at Daiso are mostly 
$1 50 , unless otherwise noted, which personally it's not that bad for the variety of great merchandise they carry, most of 
which are Japanese, although on most items it says made in China, but its still good stuff for your dollar, especially when 
so many items are on the cute side that I could not resist picking a few items and making a mental shopping list of things 
to buy on my next visit. If any of you guys are ever in the Hacienda Heights, feel free to check out Daiso. Warning: Park¬ 
ing can get a bit scary, due the many eateries in the shopping area, some which are on my list of stopping by and checking 
them out, including a really cute bakery! 

So stuff that I bought at Daiso Japan (just listing a few): 

♦ Chocolate Pocky—$1 50 (now I know where to stock on my addiction) 

♦ Animal body wash mitten—$1 50 (it was just so cute, I couldn't resist) 

Including a few other things I bought there, the total came out to $9. 

Is this worth Troddeling? In Troddel points, I give it... 4/5 points 


17160 Colima Road, Suites A&B, Hacienda Heights, CA 91745 

(626) 935-0143 

And other locations in Southern California 


BG byAmaya_Natsuyumi 
Photos by Sherry Van & Jane L. 






















































































































Sacramento’s Anime Convention 


‘ptember 4th - 6th, 2015 

Sacramento Convention Center 
* yvyvyv.sacanime.com 


VIC MIGNOGNA STEVE DOWNES 



HYNDEN WALCH JIM CUMMINGS 


Huge Exhibitor Room Cosplay Masquerade Late Night Electronic Dance 
Karaoke Room Live Music Cafe Hoshi Starlight Ball Free Autographs 
Panels/Workshops Table Top Gaming Anime Viewing Room Art Contests 
AMV Contest Artist Alley Charity Raffle Photo Booths Family Friendly 
Video Game Room Lolita Tea Party Swap Meet Thousands of Costumed Fans 


























Toyonaga, 

Toshiyuki 

DOB: April 28,1984 
Tokyo 

Blood. Type: B 


amaj 


DOB: November 26, 1978 
Fukuyama, Hiroshima 

Blood Type: A 


Current Roles 


Current Roles . 


Koro-sensei 

Ansatsu Kydshitsu 


Ryugamine, Mikado 

Durarara!!x2 Sho 


Nagachika, Hideyoshi 

Tokyo Ghoul Va 


Makabe, Kazuki 

yu no Fafner: EXODUS 


Nishijima, Masumi 

Mirai Nikki 


Triken, Genjuro Takayama, Naoto 

Amagi Brilliant Park Rail Wars! 


Midorikawa, Hekiru 

Samurai Flamenco 


Totsuka, Takeru 

Kamigami no Asobi 


Astrias 

Guin Saga 


Tales of Vesperia 


Hanae, Natsuki 


Bridcutt, Sarah Emi 


Kitamura, Eri 


DOB: August 16,1987 
Tokyo 

Blood Type: A 


DOB: June 26,1991 
Kanagawa Prefecture 


DOB: February 5,1989 
Iwaki, Fukushima 

Blood Type: B 


Blood Type: B 


Current Roles 


Current Roles . 


Current Roles 


Odagiri, Nene 

YamadaTun to 7min no Majo 


Nonaka, Yuki 

Shinmai Mao no Testament 


Yamai, Yuzuru 

Date A Live II 


Leopard 

Yoru no Yatterman 


Mikuni 

Orenchi no Furo Jijo 


Torasaki, Aoi 

Absolute Duo 


( r - ™-* 

-\ 


Ishii, Makoto 




DOB: February 24,1976 


Chiba 


Blood Type: AB 

1 \ 


, 

1 Current Roles ♦ ♦♦ 












































































































































Kanemoto, Hisako 


Ishikawa, Kaito 


Yasuno, Kiyono 


DOB: December 16,1987 
Okayama Prefecture 


DOB: July 9,1989 
Tokushima 


DOB: October 13, 1993 
Tokyo 

Blood. Type: AB 


Blood Type: B 


Blood Type: A 


Current Roles 


Current Roles 


Current Roles 


Maria 

Junketsu no Maria 


Kato, Megumi 

Saenai Hiroin no Sodatekata 


Koneko 

RetHamatora 


Haimura, Moroha Sakurada, Sekito 

World Break Hero Bank 


Unlimited Fafnir 


Mizusaka, Sota 

Sora no Method 


Midorikawa, Yuhata Kurahashi, Hinano 

Sidonia no Kishi 


Tachikawa, Yuko 

Kiseiju 


Kobayakawa, Tina 

Wake Up, Girls! 


Tigrevurmud Vorn 

Madan no O to Vanadisu 


Ansatsu Kyoshitsu 


Maeno, Tomoaki 


Kido, Ibuki 


Matsuoka, 

Yoshitsugu 


DOB: May 26, 1982 
Ibaraki 


DOB: November 14, 1997 
Aomori 


DOB: September 17,1986 
Hokkaido 


Blood Type: A 


Blood Type: A 


Blood Type: N/A 


Current Roles 


Current Roles . 


Current Roles 















Shimazu, 

Isuca 


Tokyo ESP 


Aki, Tomoya 

Saenai Heroine no Sodatekata 


Mononobe, Yu 

Juo Mujin no Fafnir 



Shimada, Makoto 

HaikyuU 


Maotsugu 

Log Horizon Season 2 


Claire Rouge 

Seirei Tsukai no Blade Dance 


Hasegawa, Yume 

Pupa 


Kokonoe, Toru 

Absolute Duo 


Kasuga, Arata 

Trinity Seven 
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MLB 15: The Show 

Sony Computer Entertainment ♦ 
SCE Studios San Diego 
E * Sports * PS3, PS4, PS Vita 

Never winter 

Perfect World Entertainment ♦ 

Cryptic Studios 

NA * Action, RPG * XOne 

Toukiden Kiwami 

Tecmo KOEI ♦ Omega Force 
T * Action * PS4, PS Vita 

April 2 

Project CARS 

Slightly Mad Studios 
E * Racing * PC 


Xenoblade Chronicles 3D 


March 24 

Bloodborne 

Sony Computer Entertainment ♦ 
FromSoftware 
M * Action * PS4 

Grand Theft Auto Online 

Rockstar Games ♦ 

Rockstar North 
M « Action * PC 

Slender: The Arrival 

Midnight City ♦ Blue Isle Studios 

T « Adventure * PS4, XOne 

March 26 

Pillars of Eternity 

Obsidian Entertainment 
M « RPG * PC 


March 30 

Dead or Alive 5: Last Round 

Tecmo ♦ Team Ninja 
M « Fighting * PC 

March 31 

Axiom Verge 
Tom Happ ♦ Sony 
Computer Entertainment 
NA * Action * PS4 


March 27 


Borderlands: 

The Handsome Collection 

2K Games ♦ Gearbox Software, 
2K Australia 
M « Shooter * PS4, XOne 


Forza Horizon 2 presents 
Fast & Furious 

Microsoft ♦ Playground Games 
E * Racing * X360, XOne 

LEGO Ninjago: 

Shadow of Ronin 

Warner Bros* Interactive 
Entertainment ♦ TT Fusion, 
Traveller s Tales 
E * Action * 3DS, PS Vita 
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April 7 

Bastion 

Supergiant Games ♦ Supergiant 
Games, BlitWorks 
E * Action, RPG * PS4 

Dark Souls II: 

Scholar of the First Sin 

Bandai Namco Games ♦ 
FromSoftware 

T « Action, RPG * PC, PS3, PS4, 
X360, XOne 

Etrian Mystery Dungeon 

Spike Chunsoft ♦ Atlus 
E * RPG * 3DS 

Project CARS 

Slightly Mad Studios 
E * Racing * PS4, XOne 

April 8 

BloodsportsTV 

Fatshark ♦ Toadman Interactive 
NA * Action * PC 

April 9 

StarDrive 2 

Iceberg Interactive ♦ 

Zero Sum Games 

NA * Strategy * Linux, MAC, PC 

April 10 

Dead Synchronicity 

Rock, Paper, Shotgun (RPS) ♦ 

Fictiorama Studios 

NA * Platformer, Adventure * PC 


Xenoblade Chronicles 

Nintendo ♦ Monster Games, Inc., 
Monolith Software (JP) 

T « RPG « 3DS 

April 14 

Grand Theft Auto V 

Rockstar Games ♦ 

Rockstar North 
M « Action, Adventure * PC 

Mortal Kombat X 

Warner Bros. Interactive 
Entertainment ♦ 

NetherRealm Studios, High 
Voltage Software 
M « Fighting * PC, PS3, PS4, X360, 
XOne 

Titan Souls 

Devolver Digital ♦ 

Acid Nerve Studio 

NA * Adventure * PS4, PS Vita 

April 21 

Shovel Knight 

Yacht Club Games 
E * Platformer, Adventure * PS3, PS4, 
PS Vita 

April 24 

Dungeons II 

Kalypso ♦ Realmforge Studios 
NA * Strategy * Linux, MAC, PC 

Kholat 

IMGN.PRO 

NA * Adventure * MAC, PC 


April 28 

State of Decay: Year One 
Survival Edition 

Microsoft ♦ Undead Labs 
M « Action * PC, XOne 

Tropico 5 

Kalypso Media ♦ 

Haemimont Games 
T « Strategy * PS4 

May 2 

Space Hulk 

HR GAMES ♦ 

Full Control 

NA * Strategy * 

Wii U 

May 5 

Shin Megami Tensei: 
Devil Survivor 2 Record 
Breaker 
Atlus 

T« RPG « 3DS 

May 7 

Not A Hero 

Devolver Digital ♦ Roll7 
NA * Shooter * PC, PS4, PS Vita 

May 12 

Final Fantasy X/X-2 
HD Remaster 

Square Enix ♦ Square 
T« RPG « PS4 

May 15 

Blues and Bullets 

A Crowd of Monsters 
NA * Adventure * XOne 


May 19 

Ride 

Milestone Studios 
NA * Racing * PS4, XOne 

The Witcher 3: Wild Hunt 

CD Projekt 

M « RPG * PC, PS4, XOne 

May 26 

Hatsune Miku: 
Project Mirai DX 

Sega 

NA * Rhythm * 3DS 

Magicka 2 

Paradox Interactive ♦ 
Pieces Interactive 
T * Action, Adventure * PC, PS4 

June 2 

Batman: Arkham Knight 

Warner Bros. 

Interactive Entertainment ♦ 
Rocksteady Studios 
M « Action * PC, PS4, XOne 

June 9 

Elder Scrolls Online: 
Tamriel Unlimited 

Bethesda Softworks ♦ 

ZeniMax Online Studios 
M « RPG * PS4, XOne 

Operation Abyss: 

New Tokyo Legacy 

NIS America, Inc. ♦ Experience 
M « RPG * PS Vita 
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BiHGOHi 


Caitlin Glass 
Cristina Vee 
Karen Strassman 
David Vincent 
Rekless Krew 


Special Guests 

Micah Solusod 
Ayu Sakata 


MARCH 

27-29 

2015 



Junko Fujiyama 
Carl Martin 
Shane Moore 
Robert Midgett 
Stellar Squad 




Old National Events Plaza — Evansville, IN 


Pokemon 

Tournament 


EvilleCon’s 
Got Talent 


EvilleBe 


Video Games 


ten 


.wvn 


www.EvilleCon.com 

facebook.com/EvilleConAnimeConvention 























aoruka Mochizuki is just an ordinary girl who runs 
an herb shop in a small town, learning her trade 
from her deceased grandmother. One day she gets 
a mysterious visitor, a man who claims to be a “Knight,” 
tells her that she has powerful magic locked away inside of 
her and that he has been sent to make sure her entrancing 
aura does not get her into trouble. Oh! Did I also mention 
that the way he contains her magic is through a kiss that 
takes her breath away. 

Story & Plot Impressions 

This manga starts off rather calm and tame—the premise 
of a common person being visited by a “mysterious stranger” 
who reveals to them they are more than what they appear 
is not something completely uncommon in manga. How¬ 
ever, what intrigues me about the way Spell of Desire sets 
it up is by immediately revealing why he is there without 
building up any suspense 
whatsoever (well, minimal 
suspense at best). It just 
outright tells you the 
reason Kaoruka was 
abandoned by her mother 
and left within her 
grandmother s care. By 
not beating around the 
bush, we are completely 



Majo no Biyaku 
(Spell of Desire) 

October 2011 - October 2013 
5 Volumes (original run) 

Shogakukan • VIZ Media, LLC. 
www.vizmanga.com/ 

Author: Omi, Tomu 

Genre: Josei, Romance, Supernatural 
Format: Softcover/Manga 
Pages: approx 192 
Price: $ 9" MSRP 














































open to focusing upon the characters instead of wondering, 
“I wonder what is the story behind her?” yet it simultaneously 
removes a useful storytelling device by revealing bits and 
pieces of information to reveal her true origin at some other 
point and time, rather we may see the manga further elabo¬ 
rate on her background in more volumes. Though, this also 
brings up another device which will either make you adore 
or loath this first volume. 

This manga has the mark of Shojo Beat, and while all manga 
normally have some form of romance in one form or another, 
shojo-style manga seems to make it their central theme 
(which seems to be the opposite of what shonen-style manga 
is, which normally focuses upon battle manga). A lot of this 
book has to deal with keeping the power from spilling out of 
Kaoruka. In order to do that, Kaname has to ensnare her 
heart and get her to focus upon a singular action, which is 
a kiss. A lot of this book focuses mainly upon her reactions 
to the fluttering of her heart and the sensations she feels 
when he is near or kisses her—a far cry from what I am 
typically use to but it was done in a remarkable way to keep 
you interested in their developing relationship, whatever 
that may be. 

Knowing from the jump exactly 
what is going on in Spell of Desire 
is a plus, but at the very same time, 
it was something that could have 
easily been revealed in a way that 
makes you question who she is 
before finally announcing it. Not 
having a true antagonist revealed 
in the first volume is also a bit of a 
let down. But it also allows you to 
focus entirely on finding out the 
tendencies of both Kaoruka and 
Kaname. This manga, in itself, is a 
double-edged sword from what it 
offers as good and bad plot devices, 
but ultimately leaves you with a 
good feeling as you hit the last 
panel and is the most important 
thing. I am mildly concerned on 


exactly how introducing an antagonist will play out due to the 
lighthearted nature taken in the first volume. It also leaves 
for further emotional involvement on the readers behalf 
because we became so fixated on them as an item. Brilliant. 

Character Impressions & Development 

Despite what this manga sets out as its goal for plot advance¬ 
ment early into the first volume, we get to see significantly 
more in the way of character advancement of Kaoruka and 
Kaname. This is done in a way that attributes features to 
the main character based on her grandmother and mother, 
while also revealing a bit about the true nature of Kaname, 
despite him being a little more than an enigma when he 
first met Kaoruka. 

Kaoruka is given something of a childish innocence—all 
the more reason that her involvement with Kaname seems 
so inciting. We basically get to see a shy little girl evolve into 
an entrancing woman before our very eyes, learning about 
love and all the physical attachments which goes into being 
a woman. It also helps that she is very feminine. She is a 
kind person and we can tell she is understanding and 
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accepting. There is also something very naughty and alluring 
about her given the nature of her internal powers and how 
she seems to be lusting after Kaname after sometime. Spicy. 

Kaname is a character that fits a typical character persona— 
a mysterious cool guy who has sworn to protect our protag- 
onist and whom the heroine swoons over (Tuxedo Mask in 
Sailor Moon, anyone?). Initially I felt like this character is 
not very interesting at all. He is simply a means to an end 
to present somewhat of a love interest for Kaoruka and to 
bring out her personality. Kaname just felt entirely too mil- 
itary in his stern loyalty towards Kaorukas mom, but he 
takes on a different side which came unexpected due to his 
look and demeanor. We can tell he has a heart of gold, but 
there is a hint of a mischievous playboy lurking within him 
and it shows in his teasing. Right now, I feel like he does 
not have any major faults. The only thing we vaguely see 
about him is possibly them hinting at a broken past which 
may come into play later on. 

No idea if the two of them will be swept up in the 


whirlwind that is sure to come due to the power inside of 
Kaoruka. We also do not know if Kaname is just merely 
doing his job or has authentic interest in pursuing a relation¬ 
ship with our heroine. The development of Kaoruka and 
Kaname as individual characters is only beginning and 
currently lacking for the first volume of a manga. Their 
chemistry together overshadows this small fault and enables 
the reader to be fully drawn into their interaction. 


The Verdict 

Spell of Desire, volume 1, proved to be a good manga within 
its own right. Despite its ability to grab the readers attention, 
it is not much for plot advancement, but when two characters 
have such chemistry you do not really need it. This is a good 
starting point that could snowballs into an excellent manga, 
but we will need a deep plot to justify taking a whole book 
to begin building the basic foundation for the relationship 
between Kaoruka and Kaname (that or their relationship 
should play a central role in everything). 

I think this would be a good 
buy for someone who was 
into the shojo series and 
wants something that 
makes you nervous for the 
main heroine. However, I 
have no idea where the manga 
is going at this point and that 
could pose a problem for future 
volumes, but it does have a solid foun¬ 
dation and characters whom already 
proven that their interaction is good enough 
to catch your attention. ♦♦♦ Rol< Hie Reaper 










NINTEN 


Life Magazjj^ g <l|p'ijii^PayP 








All ages, “by the fans, for every fan” 

100% volunteer-run 50lc3 non-profit 

2012 recipient of the Japan Foreign Ministry’s 
Official Commendation 


Over 1200 hours of round-the-clock anime, manga, 
and more presented in 3 days 

Experience Asian culture with traditional artists, 
educators, & performers (l 

Cosplay, dances, guests, & artists are only a 
sliver of what’s available at Sakura-Con 


f facebook.com/SakuraCon 
(S)SakuraCon 

SakuraCon.org 



JUNE 4 th - 7 th 2015 - SANDUSKY, OHIO 


FOLLOW US ON 
FACEBOOK! 


GUESTS 

Matt Mercer, Steve Blum 
Jennifer Cihi, Eric Vale 
Lauren Landa, Chalk Twins 
Symphonic Anime Orchestra 

more to be announced! 

A WEEKEND TO REMEMBER: 

Formal Ball, Otaku Flea Market & Craft Fair, Fan-run Panels & Events, Artist Alley, Huge 
Dealer’s Room & Game Room, Two Cosplays, Dances & more! 

Located at the Kalahari Resort in Sandusky, Ohio: featuring the biggest indoor water 
park in the US, an outdoor waterpark, petting zoo, zip lines, arcade, and a baby 
tiger! 
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The quarterly free onLlne 
fanzine that gives you 
con-schedules, cosplay, 
upcoming anime, manga, 
video games news, re views 
and more. [E$£ 
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Yusha ga Shinda! Murabito no Ore ga 
Hotta Otoshiana ni Yusha ga Ochita Kekka. 

by 

Subaruichi 

Toka Scott is a radish farmer in the southern town of Cheza. In preparation for sudden monster attacks, he's 
built himself a hidden pit trap filled with bamboo spikes. Suddenly a monster attacks. Toka tries to lure it into 
the trap with freshly roasted pork, but the monster dislikes this. Thankfully, Shion, the hero, arrives to save the 
village from the monster in the nick of time. Out of hunger, the hero tries to grab a bite of roast pork after van¬ 
quishing the monster, only to stumble into Toka's pit trap and dies. After causing the hero's death, Toka is forced 
by Anri, the necromancer, to take matters into his own hands to protect the region from attacking monsters. 

Here's a preview of the first chapter. Be sure to support the author. 

These pages are meant to read in spreads, side by side. The story flow will be off, if read page by individual page. 















































Yusha ga Shinda 



Start with top right 
and end with bottom 
left. Reading is done 
the same direction. 































































































Yuna Yunis 


She's the childhood friend of Toka 
is a tomboy despite out appearances. 
Toka definately has feeling for her 
and also gives him a hard time about 
setting up the traps. She's totally in 
love with the hero. 


Yusha ga Shinda! Murabito no 
Ore ga Hotta Otoshiana ni Yusha 
ga Ochita Kekka. 

(The Hero is Dead. The Hero Fell 
Into the Trap that a Villager Dug 
for the Village.) 

Manga One • Lira Sunday 
December 2014 - ongoing 

urasunday.com/yusya/index.html 
Author: Subaruichi 

Genre: Fantasy, Drama, Romance, 
Comedy, Ecchi, Supernatural 

Format: Serialization 

Price: NA 



Shion Bladedarts 

He's the hero of the story. A renouned 
warrior whose exploits have become 
famous around the area. An unfortu¬ 
nate befalls him. 



Anri Haynesworth 


She's a necromancer who "help" 
change the life of Toka, for better or 
for worse. 



Yusha ga Shinda! 
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Yusha ga Shinda 














































































































































































Yusha ga Shinda 
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This concludes our preview of 
Yusha ga Shinda! 

This manga is be available 

at 

Kinokuniya Bookstores 

www.kinokuniya.com 
or at 

your local Japanese manga retailer. 





































































Yusha ga Shinda 



































































































































Some people are confused about the information relating to the Ghost in the Shell movie. 

To clear up the confusion, there are two separate movies that will be produced. 

1 st news: 

Coming this summer in Japan, a new Ghost in the Shell anime movie will be released. 

The animated movie will be directed by Kazuya Nomura who worked on Xam’d: The Lost 
Memories. The voice cast will be handled by Production LG, using the same voice actors 
from Ghost in the Shell: Arise. 

2 nd news: 

The next Ghost in the Shell movie will be a live action movie handled by Dreamworks. The 
movie will be directed by Rupert Sanders and the starring role of 
Major Matoko Kusanagi will be played by Scarlette Johansson. The 
release date for the live action movie has not been announced yet. 
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APRIL 17 


David L. Lawrence Convention Center 
at TEKK02015 


ROOKiEZ is FUNK’D 











